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LETTER XXV. . 7 


* 
13 
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. 
_ * - 


IN CONTINUATION, © Wb * 


5 


WvI @ of for London in 
a few days after ; there was a vaſt 
number of my acquaintance ' in 
town, who received me like one 
ariſen from the dead. I was peſ- 
tered: with queſtions ; and was ob- 

Vol, I. 3 | 


6 fur ANU. 
liged to affect a flow of ſpitits, to 
Aer or put off their. di ferent 
enquiries.—Lady Frances. came to 
viſit me as ſoon as ſhe heard of 
my arrival. Ner preſence was like 
that of an envenomed ſerpent.——— 
J received her politely, but with a 
coolneſs that muſt. have been viſi- 
ble, if ſhe thought Proper to un- 
derſtand it. 


ma 


aims 
oh 


By launching into every gay 
ſcence that preſented itſelf, to 
drown recollection in a round of 
diſſipation, I gained an outward 
look of compoſure, while the 
ſeeds of reflection were ſunk too 
deep in my heart, ever to be era-' 
dicated. - I had ſoon a crowd of 
lovers in my train; my fortune 
being ſo conſiderable was their 
principal 
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principal object; for had I beauty, 
wit, and merit to boaſt of, they 
would have been overlooked by 
the ſelfiſn herd, if Plutus had not 
ſhowered his favours. - Conſcious 
of this, I deſpiſed their profeſſions. 
and ſickened at their flattery. I 
grew tired of the huürry and con- 
fuſion I was conſtantly engaged in, 
and longed to return to my lonely 
retreat, where 1 could indulge my 
gloomy ideas without interruption. 
Miſs Manly, who left the country 
merely to oblige me, readily acqui- 
eſed in my with for returning. 


We were welcomed” by Mr. 
Manly and my aunt on our return, 
with "more fincerity than we ex- 
perienced fince our departure from - 


them, 


WE - Fin e 
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* 


Five years now elapſed in which, 
nothing remarkable happened, bot. 
that for three years Mr. Haſtings 5 
did not draw on Mr. Pyltney for 
his income. At, that z5ime Ire 
ceived a letter fy > MA Pultney 
which .contajh& 2 asgegunt of 
Haſtings's death, which he learned 
from a Mr. Manzel, who juſt ar- 
rived in Italy; he had been inti- 
mate with him at Jenoa two years 
before, aud ſoon after he quitted 
it he Heede an aeco ne; Se his. | 
death.. This news: rouſed all thoſe. 
Pai ainfolls emotions that were juſt be- 
gin tig to ſudſide, for my two 
friends, M. Manly and his ſiſter, 
omitted nothing that could contri- 
bute to reſtoration af my peace. 
But one moment put to flight what 


tranquility 1 had been for years 
labouring 


pd* q 
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labouring*7to pain; my grief re- 
turned with redoubled violence; 
life became hateful to me, Hand I 
paſſed ſome weeks in a ſtate little 
ſhort of diſtractton. Miſs Manly, 
Fh never left me, but by her 
indneſs and attention, prevented 
We. from committing ſome act of 
*deſperation, when the firſt vio- 
Teirce of my grief was ſomewhat: 
abatedy-vtrfueſted: 1: would ſee Ju- 
na, of WI T rajvet flattering: 
accounts. I felt a repugnance at 
owning myſelf her mother, on ac- 
count of the neglect I had hitherto 
treated her with. My friend ſtrove 
to reaſon away iH i my objections, 
and I at lengthhedntented to go 
ver to F rance, - but not“ let Julia 


r alegree I ſtood re- 
De 2 


* this ſhe ſeem-. | 
ed 
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ed ſatisfied; and nothing now re- 
tarded our journey but the preca- 
_ nous ſtate of my aunt's health, 
for we expected her diſſolution 
every day; and I could not think 
of leaving her in that ſtate. She 
lingered ſeven months from the 
time we had determined on our 
journey; and it being then the be- 
ginning of winter, Mr. Manly 
having buſineſs in town, we de- 


or termined to paſs it in London, 


and to go over to France the be- 
ginning of Spring. | 


About this time I had received 
a letter from Sally, acquainting 
me, that ſhe had removed to a 
convent at a greater diſtance from 
Paris, as ſeveral of the boarders 
had cloped with ſome Engliſh 


gentemen, 
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gentlemen, and ſhe thought it 


prudent to leave a place where 

Julia had been ſet ſo bad an exam 

ple. Sally added, that ſhe was re- 

markably tall of her age, which 

was twelve years; and the exacteſt 
deſcription ſhe could give of her 
perſon and face was, that ſhe was 
a ſtriking likeneſs of her father. 
This was the firſt time the ever 
mentioned him ſince we parted. . I 
anſwered her letter directly. Told 
ber I approved of what the had 
done 3 was [glad Julia was the 
amiable girl ſhe deſeribed, but 
toak not the leaſt notice of my 
uatention of viſiting her: for tho? 
IL had gen my word to Miſs 
Manly, my reſolution every day 
weakened, and I ſhuddered at the 
bare idea of ſeeing her. 


S00O¹ẽ 


12 THE RECLUSE, 


Soon after our arrival in town, 
the general topic of converſation 
was a match that was ſpeedily 
to take place between Sir Jaſper 
Middleton's fon and the Earl of 
F 's eldeſt daughter. The 
young gentleman was on his tra- 
vels, and they were to be married 
immediately after his arrival, The 
lady was extremely young, being 
ſcarcely ſixteen. Her youth was 
her only recommendation, as ſhe 
had the ſmall pox at thirteen, 
which disfigured her in a ſhocking 
manner; and fame reported her as 
diſagreeable in her temper, as ſhe 
was ll-fayoured in her perſon. 
Mr. Middleton was the reverſe of 4 
the lady, being univerſally known 
to be a handſome, accompliſhed, 
amiable * young man. Moſt of 

| thoſe 


ot — 
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thoſe that converſed on the ſued; | 


pitied him for being obliged to 
marry ſuch a piece of petulence 
and deformity; for he durſt not 
diſobey his father, whoſe pride lay 
in being allied to a family of 
diſtinction; for her fortune was 

not conſiderable, the earl having 


many younger children. But Sir 
Aer: choſe to gratify his pride 


tune, 


Miſs Manhy and I were one day 
on a viſit, where the company Was 
engaged in converſation concerning 
this marriage; there wu profu- 
ſion of encomiums on the gentle- 
* and nn on the lady. 


He 


the | | 5a. 
paſſion he alſo pofſeſſad 3 in ho ſmall 
degree; tho maſter of a large for. 
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He was then expected every hour, 
and preparations making on both 
ſides for his reception. I ſtill kept 
up a kind of intimacy with Lady 
Frances, and paid her a viſit next 
day. I congratulated her on her 
daughter's intended nuptials. She 
was in a remarkable good humour, 
owing, ttis to be ſuppoſed, to the 
agreeable change that was to take 
place, and in the fulneſs of herheart, 
told me how exceedingly happy the 


diſpoſing of her daughter ſo advan- 


 tageouſly made her.—I ſhall at any 
rate be rid of her, added ſhe, for 
her unhappy temper keeps the fa- 
mily in continual agitation; her 
father, whoſe favourite ſhe unfor- 
- tunately for me is, is wholly 
guided and directed by her machi- 
nations. I can. ſcarcely command 


115 ; my 
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my own ſervants. . You may be- 
lieve then, Lady Gertrude, I ſhall 
be happy at parting with her.—I 
agreed in what ſhe ſaid, and ſoon 
after took my leave. On my way 
homewards I could not help muſ- 
ing on the unhappy fate of the 
young gentleman that was deſigned 
for her victim.— Her mother, ſaid 
' I, has been the cauſe of all my 
miſery : ſhe has brought innume- 
rable afflictions on me, and feels 
ne regret for the woes ſhe has oc- 
caſioned. She would now, merely 
to get rid of an object that is 
diſagreeable to her, render ah ami- 
able man miſerable for life, that 
never injured her. A thought 
ſtruck me -I durſt not indulge it. 

— — And why ſhall I not prevent a 
worthy man from being unhappy 
for 
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for life. My griefs have nearly 
exhauſted me, I ſhall not long 
ſurvive to prevent him from en- 
joying his liberty, then I ſhall 

have ample revenge on Lady, 
Frances, as the affront will be 
public, and therefore more ſevere- 
ly felt by her. 


LE T. 
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LETTER XXVI: 


IN CONTINUATION. 


Th E moment I got home, 
I went to Miſs Manly*s room, and 
acquainted her with the project I 
had conceived: She looked ſur- 
priſed Think on Julia! ſaid ſhe; 
' you ſeem to have forgotten her— 
Ah! my dear friend, I durſt not. 
ſee her; the ſight of her would 
kill me; her father's image. Be- 
ſides, ſhe muſt deteſt one who has, 
ated more like a tyrant than a pa- 
rent ; ſhe muſt abhor the baniſher, 
of her father. To ſave this young 
man from a life of certain miſery, 
may be ſome atonement - for my. 
errors, Marry him to your daugh.. 
= ter, 
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ter, ſhe replied.—How, my friend, 
is that poſſible ? returned E; con- 
ſider my fame; could I now bear 
to have it blaſted, which her pre- 
ſence in England would effectually 
do ?—It is in vain, I ſee, to argue 
with. you, anſwered the; and do | 
you really defign to marry him? 
If it be poſhble, ſaid I; if Sir. 
Jaſper can be prevailed on to can- 
cel the engagement. She looked 
diſpleaſed. Do not condemn me, 
dear Miſs. Manly; only think on 
what affliction ſhe has been the 
cauſe of to me, and blame me if 
you can, for endeavouring to mor- 
tify her.— And 1s that your only 
motive ?—It is, upon my honour ; 
rely on it, I'll never give you 
reaſon to deſpiſe me.— And pray. 
how do you intend to act 7 — I' 
ſend 
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ſend Mr. Pultney to Sir Jaſper, to 


make known my quality and for- 


tune, only concealing my name 
until he agrees to the propoſal.— 
How will you make this: agree with 


your notions of punctilio ? Very 


eaſily; let Mr. Pultney, on whoſe 


prudence I can rely, into-as much 
of my plan as is neceffary ; my be- 


haviour, if I ſucceed, ſhall con- 


vince him and the world, that 1 


had no other motive than to mor- 
tify the lady. — Well, you are a 
ſtrange, inconſiſtent creature, ſhe 
replied, and-I ſee will do as you 
pleaſe; I with you may not have 
reaſon to repent.— Of that, ſaid I, 


I have no apprehenfions:; but will 


you accompany me to Mr. Pult 


ney's? She agreed to this requeſt. 


We immediately drove to his houſe, 


and 


* 
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and found him at home. I in- 
formed him of the buſineſs I dme 
upon. He ſaid he would wait on 
Sir Jaſper next morning, and had 
not the ſmalleſt doubt of ſucceed- 
ing. I returned*home well pleaſed 
with the hopes he gave me. He 
came next day to inform me, that 
Sir Jaſper had received his propo- 
fal with pleaffire, and had requeſt- 
ed leave to wait on me. This I 


declined, until his ſon arrived in 
England. 


J I heard no more, except compli- 
mentary enquiries after my health, 
from Sir Jaſper for near a fort- 
night; Mr. Middleton being de- 
tained by contrary winds, longer 

than was expected. When he ar- 
| rived, I received a card from the 

A's 7 Rk old 
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old gentleman, giving me notice 
of it, and compliments from the 
fon, informing me, that he would 
do himſelf the honour of waiting 
on me next day. He came ac- 
cordingly. I had never ſeen him 
before, and was much ſtruck. with 
his figure ; he had a moſt engag- 
ing countenance, and was perfectly 


polite and well-bred. As there 
were but few forms to go thro', 


we were married in a ſhort time 
after his arrival. Miſs Manly, at 
my requeſt, informed him, the day 
we were married, that my motive 
for marrying him was, to prevent 


his being forced to a match I heard 


he had a repugnance to; and that 


I was determined we ſhould keep 


ſeparate apartments. He expreſſed 
much ſurpriſe at the ſtrangeneſs of 


the 


— 


he's 
: 1 Fiend 
Ms = 
-— 2 * „ 
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the reſolution ; but, finding by my 
friend's account, that I was deter- 
mined, forbore to uſe any a- 
ments _— a 


We lived on the moſs. friendly 
terms imaginable, aud received a 
vaſt deal of company, who flocked” 
to congratulate us on our nup- 
dals. The earl of T-——'s family 
raved: at the affront that they had 
recewed.; for they becarne objects 
of public ridicule, and by that 
means gratified the darling paſſion 
of my ſoul. We remained in towu 
until the latter end of May, and 
then ſet off to the country, accom- 
panied by Mr. and Miſs Manly, 
Lord William Gierſon, and a Miſa 
Parker. Mr. Middleton was an 

agreeable, entertaining companion, 


and 
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omitted nothing that could give 
me or his gueſts pleaſure. At the 
period of five months, we again 
viſited the metropolis. Mr. Mid- 
dleton, engaged now in different 
parties from mine, no longer en- 
deavoured to render himſelf agree- 
able. When we met, which hap- 
pened but ſeldom, he treated me 
with a diſtant polite coolnefs, 
which hurt me extremely, as 1 
thought him ungrateful for the 
favours 1 had liberally beſtowed on 
him; but reflection in a ſhort time 
convinced me I had nothing to 
accuſe him of. I recolleted my 
motive for marrying him, and, on 
delibration, found he had nothing 
to thank me for; for much as 1 
pitied him for the ſacrifice he was 
about to "Rwy it would not have 

induced 


% 
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induced me to Marry Him, but for 
ww. 

tne means. it Nee me f repaying 
Lady. Fraiges's ' friendſhip. | This 
conſideration determined me not to 
take notice of his altered beha- 
viour, as I was conſcious it was 
much better than. I merited. 


* c . 


_ Miſe Manly was obliged to leave 
us ſhortly after we caine to town, 
to attend a relation, from whom ſhe 
had great expectation. I was ſorely: 
grieved at: parting with her, as ſhe 
was the only: perſan i in whole: be- 
ſom 1 bould confitle: tay! griefe— 
griefs that never ſubſided, tho they 
for ſome time lay dormant. Wherr 
I was left alone, they returned with 
redoubled force, to which were 
added, many pangs for the laſt. folly 
1 Femirteil; for I now viewed it. 
r in 


220 , 
i 1 


Ty 
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a different light from what 4 - 
aid when my boſom glowed with 

a deſire. of revenge. That Being; 
ir part, gratified, I felt, that I paid 
too dear for the gratification 5 and 
was convinced, that my whole life 
was a continual repetition of incon- 
ſiſtencies, and I had been delibe- 
non wo: 


\ 


Sir Jaſper Middleton, about this 
times? paid the debt to nature, by 
which event his fon ſucceeded to 
bis title and eſtate, | His death 
give me no concern, as he was a 
perſon for whom I never enter- 
tained the lighteſt eſteem, Sir 
Charles having ſome buſineſs to 
tranſact down at his eſtate, re- 
queſted 1 would give him my 
company I excuſed, by faying 1 

had 


on 
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bad n Miſs Manly to paſs 
ſome time with her in Wales. He 


looked as if he would have been 
better pleaſed with my ede 
but made no 9 3X 


We both ſet out on one day. 
Mis Manly had been in Wales 
ſome weeks before me, having left 
the lady ſhe was viſiting. I conti- 
nued there two years without in- 
terryption, Maſs Manly was then 
left a large fortune by the before« 
mentioned relation, which ocea- 
ſioned her to remove to Stafford - 
ſhire. As I ſhould be without 
any ſociety that I liked when ſhe 
was gone, I, at har earneſt requeſt, 
accompanied her. There was an 
eſtate about four miles diſtant from 
her? Gy called Abbyville. As it was 

| pleaſantly 


THE KECLU SE; 27 


Pleaſamtiy fituated in a genteel 
neighbourhood, 1 wrote to Mr. 


Pukney, defiring him to treat with 
the difpofer. 1 received an anſwer 
ftom hit fhortly after, avqunirtto 
mg me, tliat the purchaſe was forty 


tended to buy an eſtate for Julia, 
this being ſituated near Miſs Man- 
hs made it 'oubly agreeable. 1 
immedtately gave orders to pur- 
chaſe it, whiety was done; and, as 


aneligrely cane! to hve 1 in it. 
. 1 140 1 


turns. Sir Charles has been but 
once to ſee me ſince I left London; 
but he writes frequently, and com- 
plains of my paſſion for the coun- 


thouſand pounds. As- 1 had in- 


the houſe was in good repait, Ti im- 


"Miſs Manly and I bein near 
neighbours, viſit each other by 


try. 


f me 


1 
Wn 
SA 
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try. The accounts 1 receive of 
Julia's being an elegant accom- 
pliſhed girl, would give me much 
ſatisfaction, was it not imbittered 
by hearing that ſhe is miſerable, by 
being ignorant of her parents ſitu- 
ation; I have lodged thirty thou- 
ſand pounds in the hands of Mr. 
Pultney, to be paid her on the 
day ſhe comes of age; and this 
packet I commit to the care of 
Miſs Manly, to be delivered to her 
after my death, which I am con- 
vinced will ſoon happen ; and not, 
till then muſt ſhe know any thing 
of the unfortunate woman to whom 
ſhe owes her being. 


- LET- 


THE RECLUSs x. 29 


4 4. 


IN CONTINUATION. 


W HEN I wrote the fore- 
N part of my unhappy life, I 
did not imagine I ſheuke have any 
thing further to add, as I thought 
to paſs my few remaining days un- 
diſturbed in this place, which I had 
choſen for my laſt retreat, A ſhort 
time after I wrote it, I received a 
letter from Sally, informing me, 
that Julia went for a few days on 
a viſit to the Marquis de Revelle's, 
with whoſe daughter ihe had con- 
trated a friendſhip at the con- 
vent. On her return, ſhe appeared 
more melancholy than uſual, and 
kept weeping continually. Sally 

VOL. II, C repeat. 
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repeatedly requeſted to know the 
cauſe, but received? no other an- 
ſwer than a freſh ſhower of tears. 
Her grief at length began to prey 
upon her health, which alarming 
Sally, ſhe one morning threw her 
arms round Julia's neck, and im- 
plored her, with tears, to inform 
her why ſhe indulged ſuch a flood 
of ſorrow. - And can you, ſhe re- 
_ plied, pretend ignorance of the 
cauſe of my ſorrow; you who 
have it in your power, and will 
not relieve my mind? What 
crime have I committed in my in- 
fancy, that J ſhould be drove an 
alien from my parents and my 
home, and kept in ignorance of 
who I am?—You have committed 
no crime, my dear child, replied 
Sally; be patient for a few days, 

* | 9 1 
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and, be the conſequence What it 
may, I'll inform you of every thing 
you wiſh to know Ah! you have 
reſtored me to life, exclaimed the 
dear girl, (flinging her arms round 
Sally's neck, in a tranſport of joy) 
I ſhall now be happy I ſhall find 
a relation in the moſt amiable of 
men. Sally requeſted of her to 

explain herſelf. She replied The 
ſecond: day I had been at the Mars 


quis de Revelle* s, he received a 


letter, which put him and his lady 


in an ecſtacy of joy. It was from 
a gentleman they had not ſeen for 
eleven years, but had received fre- 
quent accounts of his death. He 


was expected next day, and waited 


for by the whole family with the 
greateſt impatience ;. I, too, felt an 
impatience for his arrival I never 


G'2 did 


R 9 
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'S 


did on any-accqunt before. When 

the ſervant. announced Mr. Gre- 
ville, I directed my eyes towards 
the door.; they were ſtruck by the 
moſt graceful, elegant object that 

can be conceived, dreſſed in deep 
mourning. The Marquis flew to 

| embrace him; and, after training 
dim ſome time in his arms, led 
him to his lady, who received him 
with no leſs marks of affection. 
They introduced him to their ſon 
and daughter, and then to me, as 
their particular friend. It is impoſ- 
fible to deſcribe the emotions I 
experienced as he approached to 
ſalute me. I trembled ſo 1 could 
ſcarce ſtand. He led me to my 
chair, which I had involuntarily 
. advanced ſome paces from, and 
took the next himſelf. We were 

ſcarce 


- < * IS 
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ſcarce ſeated, when the marchioneſs 
and Olivia exelaimed at the ſame 
inſtant, Heavens! what a like- 
neſs.“ The marquis and his ſor” a 
turned their eyes upon us, and be- | 
trayed, in their countenances, viſi- 
ble marks of ſurpriſe- Mr. Gre 
ville - looked- earneſtly. at me for- 
ſome time; he ſeemed violently: 
agitated, as he exammed my coun- 
tenance, and onee opened his mouth 
to ſpeak, but ſtept ſuddenly, as 

| tho? he had recollected himſelf. I 
was near fainting, and knew not 
how to account for it. Olivia ſee- 
ing my diſtreſs, came and took 
hold of my arm Come, Julia, let 
us take a walk. I aroſe and ac- 
companied her, glad to be relieved. | 
When we got a few paces from the : 
houſe, ſhe ſaid ſhe had a ſtrong no Es 
3 to. 


= 
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tion, that Mr. Greville and I were 
relations. As I never told her 1 
Was ignorant of the circumſtances 
of my birth, I anſwered, that I 
never heard of a perſon of that 
name being related to my family, 
She replied, that Greville was not 
his real name, but one he had 
aſſumed on his quitting France: 
that her father's firſt acquaiutance 
with him was in Italy, where he 
was ſolicited to accept the hand of 
a lady of birth and fortune; but 
he excuſed himſelf, by pleading a: 
prior engagement. He went to 
England ſoon after, but returned 
o Frauce in a few months, ſeem- 
ingly very unhappy. My father, 
continued ſhe, having brought my 
mother from Italy, where they 
were married, to refide in France, 
; he mer 


. 
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met Mr. Greville, and prevailed | 
on him to 'take up his reſidence 
with him. He remained with him 
three years, and then ſet off, af- 
ter frequent invitations, for Italy, 
on a viſit to the lady's brother 
whoſe hand he had rejected, ſhe 
being married ſome time. When 
he had been gone ſome time, my 
father received a letter from him, 
informing him, that he was going 
to travel, and had changed his 
name to Greville. He wrote fre- 
, quently for the ſpace of a year and 
a half, and at the end of that time, 
the correſpondence dropped, and 
he never heard from him fince, 
until the letter arrived yeſterday. 
| You know now, added ſhe, all 1 
can inform you of; for, tho? I of- 
ten heard he had been unfortunate, 
C4 I never 


* 


* 
* * , 
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I never could learn particulars. A 
ſervant came to inform us dinner 


Waited. During the courſe of the 


+ 


evening, I often caught Mr. Gre- 


ville looking earneſtly -at «me. 1 
felt . confuſed, tho' it gave. me 
pleaſure. He ſighed frequently on 
turuing his eyes from me; and, for 
my life, I could not forbear ac- 
companying him. He took his 
leave early, and ſaid he would not 


viſit them again for ſome days, as 


he promiſed 'a gentleman, whom 
he had travelled with from Naples, 
to paſs a ſhort time with him at his 


_ country-houſe 


/ 


When he was gone, the whole 
family pronounced us the perfect 
reſemblance -of each other; and 
declared there muſt be ſome con- 

ſanguinity 
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ſauguinity between us. I was ſi⸗ 


lent, as, indeed, how could 1 be 2 


otherwiſe, ignorant as I am of my 


parents, and of. every thing, that» 
concerns me? * 5 have now ac- 


quainted "you with che cauſe of 
my late grief ; 3 and wich pleaſure 
would I giye pp half my days, 


to be convinced 1 ſtood 1 in the moſt. 


diſtant r to ee 


o Ss 


| When the Apes Sally was 
confounded at what ſhe heard; ſne 
remembered perfectly the features 


of her father, and knew. ſhe bore 
a ſtrong reſemblance to him. She 
had heard of his death and my 
marriage; but this gentleman's 


ſtory correſponding ſo exactly 
with his, put her in conſternation 


5 © 


a 
— 


% 


However ſhe: 
be compoſed, and aſſured ker the 


| behold ! But why have they hi- 
therto held me in contempt ? May 
1 hope to be received with that ten- 


replied Sally, your parents will do 


_ pliſhments ; but let the matter reſt . 
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and doubt what judgment to form. 
rged of Juha to 


would write to her parents, (who 
were ſuch as ſhe would” have rea- 
ſon to be proud of) for leave to 
acquaint her with the particulars 


of her birtb. Julia was in tran- 
ſport—Ah ! the exclaimed, I ſhall 
no longer be tormented with vain 


fears; I ſhall ſee theſe dear 7 
rents my heart has long wiſhed to 


derneſs a dutiful child has a right 
to claim ?—Certanly, my love, 


juſtice to your merit and accom- 


here; 1 ſhall write inſtantly, and 
- hope 
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hope ſhortly to give that informa- 
tion you ſo impatiently long for. 
She kept her word, by ſending me 
the foregoing particulars. 


— 


N. 
i 
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LETTER XXVIII, 


IN CONTINUATION. 


N O words can deſcribe 
my feelings on reading this letter: 
"Twas too much for my ſpirits to 
fupport. I ſunk into fainting fits, 
which continued ſeveral hours, 
When I was ſufficiently recovered 
to look at the letter, I again pe- 
ruſed it; there was nothing I 
dreaded ſo much as their meeting 


again, as I doubted not that it was 


Haſtings Julia met with, and 


judged if they ſaw each other 
again, all would be diſcovered. I 


wrote inſtantly to Sally, deſiring 


her to haſten over with the greateſt 
4p | diſpatch 


* 


” m 
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diſpatch and ſecreſy, 404 to diſco- 

ver nothing to Julia until they 
came. I directed her to Miſs 
Manly's, and prepared that lady 
for their reception, who was happy 
at the reſolution I had formed of 
ſeeing my child: for I'did not ac- 
quaint her with my real motive 
for ſending for her ; however, ſhe 
was prepared to receive Ber with 
pleaſure. | | 


9 7 5 arrived ſome "Lek ſooner 
than was expected. Miſs Manly. 
had that day gone on a party of 
pleaſure, and had ng idea that her 
viſiters would arrive in her ab- 
ſence. When they came to her 
houſe, and were informed ſhe was 
abroad, Sally ſeemed uneaſy, and 
ſaid hs had N buſineſs with 
5 | her ; 
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baer; her houſe-keeper immediately 
= deſired her to come to me, as 1 
was particularly acquainted with 
all her miſtreſs's affairs. She ac- 
cordingly took her advice, and 
defired the coachman to drive to 
- Abbyville. I was dreſſing when 
2 they arrived. On being told they 
were ſtrangers, I felt a trembling 
all over me, and would have given 
worlds to be freed from the neceſ- 
ſity of ſeeing them, but there was 
no alternative; therefore I diſmiſ- 
ſed my attendants, took my ſalts, 
and ſtrove to prepare myſelf for 
this dreaded interview. When I 
had gained, as I thought, a tole- 
rable degree of compoſure, I went 
down ſtairs ; the parlour door ſtood 
 ajar, fo that I came in unperceived 
by Julia, who ſtood at a window 
that 


that looked into the garden * 
fine form, as ſhe ſtood with ber 
her reſpects) and diſcovered to me 
the direct image of my beloved 
and ſunk on the floor. On my 
in her arms, whilſt ſhe wept over 
my arms about her® neck, and 
ſobbed out, by: Ah! my child, can 


you forgive your unnatural mo- 


gracious heaven! am I fo bleft ! do 
you permit me to call you by that 
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ſtopped 4 moment to admire herr 
back to me, but when the turned 
round (on Sally's advancing to pay 
Haſtings, I uttered a loud ſcream, 
recovery I found myſelf ſupported 


me. Affected by her ſoftneſs, I lung 


ther? Mother, exclaimed the, 


dear, that honoured name. — Then 
flinging herſelf at my feet Oh, my 
dearcſt, my beloved mother, con- 
66-4 | firm 


3 
L155 : 
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firm what you ſaid, and bleſs your 

happy child.—If a bleſſing from a 
wretch like me can have any effect, 
you have it, my dear child; and 
may heaven preſerve you from the . 
perverſe unhappy fate your mother 
has experienced. We wept for 
ſome time in each other's arms. 
Sally expreſſed her joy at this in- 
terview with heart · felt ſatis faction. 
When 1 had diſengaged myſelf 
from Julia, I went to my bureau. 
and took out a note for two hun- 
dred pounds, preſented i it to Sally, 
and requeſted ſhe would ſet off im- 
mediately for France, take up her 
reſidence in the convent, and as 
I doubted not that many would 
enquire after Julia, to inform all 
ſuch, that ſhe was the daughter 
of a gentleman of good family in 
South- 


4 AECLUS®. "ops 45 


Southampton, whoſe mother dying. 
in her infancy, her father, s Nö 
marrying again, ſent her to France -,, . 
to be. educated; that his ſecond. _ » *$ 
wife -being -now dead, he had ſent, 4 
for Julia to ſuperintend his family 

She looked at me while I was 

ſpeaking, with conſternation in her 
countenance, but ſaw by the caſt 

of mine that I would be obeyed. 

She knew by long experience that. 
arguments were unneceſſary ; there- 

fore aroſe, and flingiug her arms 
round Julia's neck, burſt into | 
tears: then turned to me and ſaid, * 
I am ready to obey, my a dy, all 
your commands; but this is the 
hardeſt you ever laid upon me. So 
ſaying, the ſtepped into the chaiſe, I: 
which had not removed from the 

door, 2 drove off. | 
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Julia was filent during this con- 
verſation, but looked with unutte- 
rable anguiſh whilſt ſhe followed 
the chaiſe with her eyes. I was 
much affected, and took her hand, 
defired her not to regret this ſhort 

parting, for they ſhould not long, 
be ſeparated. This aſſurance ſeem- 
ed to comfort her; but ſhe'ſaid ſhe 
could not forbear feeling - for her 
departure, as the was the only per- 
ſon whoſe kindneſs ſhe was ever 
ſenſible of. —I anſwered, I applaud 
your ſenfibility ; ſhe is a worthy 
woman, and deferves ydur tendereſt 
eſteem; but ſtrong neceſſity in- 
duces me to ſend her from you at 
preſent, but you may rely on my 
taking the earlieſt opportunity of 
recalling her.—She appeared ſatis- 
fied : we went to dinner, and after 
that engaged in converſation. I 
7 


Fe 


2 * 
| quetionedhe "7 concerning the mans” 
ner ſhe paſſed her time at the 
convent, and of the ſlate of her | 
heart. This laſt interrogation put 
her i into ſome confuſion, but reco- 
vering- herſelf; ſhe told me, that 25 
ſeveral + gentlemen had profeſſed 
themſelves her lovers ; particularly 
the young Count de Revelles, who 
was a very amiable young man, but 
he ſituation ſhe was placed in pre- 
vented -her from encouraging. his 
addrefles; tho' ſhe owned herſelf 
much prejudiced in his favour, —I 
aſked her if the match would be 
agreeable to his family .—She an- 
ſwered ſhe could not tell; for ſhe 
never gave him an opportunity of 
talking on the ſubject, as it would 
de the means of bringing about an 
eclairciſſement ſhe was by no means 
prepared 


ru Aen. | 
. for. This was a ſevere 
not intended, reproach to me: 
1 changed the diſcourſe, and we. 
_ chatted on different ſubjects. I 
Found ſhe was poſſeſſed of natural 
5 . good ſenſe, and many amiable vir- 
EA rues, and was rather hurt at the. 
ſuperiority I was conſcious ſhe had! 


a: me. 


LE I- 


* * 
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* 


W3t continued for ten DINY *. 
in the moſt perfect harmony. 1 
began by degrees to forget how 
much TI wronged her; and was 
des awed 11 in her preſence. 


\ 


One evening, as we fat after 
dinner, ſhe requeſted in a heſitat- 
ing voice, that I would acquaint 
her with the events of my life; f 
the requeſt ſtunned me; I was for » 

ſome time at a loſs ;—but at length | 

told her ſhe muſt reſt contented” = 

with what ſhe already knew, until 

after my death, which I hoped 
would 


& ©” 
7 
—_ 
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would not long retard the gratifica- 
tion of her curioſity. This ſpeech 
alfected her; ſhe burſt into tears. 
* Me, cried ſhe, you think unwor- 
3 thy of your confidence, and of the 
3 title you have for a ſhort time 
8 blefled me with. — Ah. my dear, 
my honoured father 4 exclaimed 
the, in a paſſion of grief, you would | 
not thus deſpiſe your unhappy child, 
were ſhe permitted to behold you, 
| - Theſe words convinced me ſhe was 
„dot wholly unacquainted with what 
I wiſhed. to conceal. They . threw 
me into a rage, which almoſt depriys 
dd me of the power of utterance; 
7 Wretch ! cried I, almoſt choaked 
with paſſion, would you blaſt my 
fame? would you load me with 
infamy ? begone jnſtantly ; and let 
me neyer more be curſed with the 
ſight” 


4 
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Gght of you ! She aroſe and flung 


herſelf at my feet. Ab, my dear- 


eſt mother, pardon an inyoluntary 


exclamation ! Say you forgive me, 


and never more will I breathe: a 


wiſh difagreeable to your will — 


Leave me, anſwered I, calmly,— 


retire to your chamber you have 


broken my heart. — Ob, fay not 
ſo, my deareſt mother! Heaven 
is my witneſs, I would not give 
you a moment's pain to be miſtreſs 


of the univerſe. Never will I quit 


this poſture until you pronounce 
my pardon, —TI pardon you, an- 
ſwered I, but go.—She obeyed, 


weeping, and left me in a ſtate lit- 


tle ſhort of diſtraction. Gracious - 
heaven! I exclaimed, 1s it not time 


my woes were ended? For ſeventeen 
years I have not known an hour of 


comfort ; 


1 
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comfort; and muſt my few re- 
maining days be one foene of com- 
plicated miſery. I raved and wept, 
and kept my chamber ſeveral days. 

Julia begged often to be admitted, 
but was refuſed. I could bear no 
witneſs of my affliction, but grew 
-peeviſh . and inſupportable to all 
about me. 


3 1. E T. 


8 _ 


THE MEGELUSE. 53 


a puke 
X 2 L * 
d . # 4 F * "I } 2 4 * 
Won if ©) Ke oof ESSE 5 / 8 
LETTER XXX. 
Fl 4 s # 6- * þ 1 rn * , E 74 
5 * 
144 1 EG. ti. , b+4 
- . 
IN. CONTINUATION. e = 
* 2 


1354; 


*$*5 1411 


2 | 

* a 
$ "8 F ; * Tm. 
* 


Tulxds em in \ighis 


ſituation when you arrived. 1 was 


ſurpriſed, as you might have" ſeen 


922 2 


at your viſit, which you may be- 


lieve I would gladly have diſpenſed 


with, but J had no right to appear 


diſpleaſed at what you endeavoured 
to make me believe proceeded from 
friendſhip. I. therefore - aſſumed 
an air of compoſure, and, entered 
into company on - purpoſe; to em- 
ploy my thoughts, which might 
otherwiſe | betray. the. diſorder of 
my. mind. By endeavouring to 

e keep 


© OP 
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keep up the deception, my ſpirits 
were ſunk to the loweſt ebb, and 
the ſhock I yeſterday received by 
your diſcovering Julia, has put 
the finiſhing ſtroke to my unhappy 
exiſtence. The taſk is now per- 
formed, and may my fate be a 
warning to thoſe proud ſouls 


Whoſe vaulting ambition overleaps iufelf, and 
falls on t'other fide, — 


I requeſt when J am no more, 
that you will ſeek Mr. Haſtings, 
for 1 have no doubt of Greville 
and he being one perſon ;/ and part 
not with Julia-until you deliver 
her into the hands of a father. 
Let her recount what I have here 
penned, and implore his forgivneſs 
for the wrongs her unhappy mo- 

ther has done him. His generous 
nature, 
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nature, I am convinced, will not 
reje&tgher petition. I alſo defire 
that no reſtraint may be laid up- 
on Julia, whenever ſhe fixes her 
affections, let her meet with no 
oppoſition. Abbyville, the place 
we are in at preſent, was purchaſ- 
ed for her. I have now only to 
add a wiſh, that my memory may 
be quickly forgotten by all thoſe 


I have injured. 


Agreeable to her ladyſhip's in- 
ſtructions, I am now preparing to 
ſet off for London to ſeek Mr. 
Haſtings. Julia remains with 
Miſs Manly until my return, that 
lady*s health not permitting her to 
take a journey. I delay at preſent for 
an anſwer to a letter ſent to Sally, 
containing an account of the late 

> D 2 melan- 
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melancholy event, as ſhe may be 
able to give ſome intelligence con- 
cerning the perſon I am going in 


arch 8 ks 7 10 
7:3 | ; . 7 3 
1 am, 
Dear Frank, 
m7 a C. M. 


L E T. 


* 
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I ETTER XXXI: 


[ MISS HASTINGS TO SALLY. 


93 A, my friend, my belov- 
ed Sally, what a tale of miſery 
have I read! What a ſcene of woe 
have I been witneſs to! That ami- 
able parent ſo ſighed after, ſo late- 
ly found, and ſo dear tò my. heart, 
is tern from me, and I am again 
left in a ſtrange world, friend leſs 0 
and unhappy. Let me not be un- 
grateful, nor murmur againſt Pro- 
vidence, who ſtill ſupports the 
mind under the ſevereſt afflictions. 
I have ſtill friends on whom I can 
rely, a friend to whoſe tenderneſs 
and care I o-We my very exiſtence. 
e r 
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I am ſenſible now of the vaſt debt 
] owe you, which cannot be repaid 
by the moſt bodùndleſs gratitude. 
Could fortune heal the wound my 
mind has received, I am made am- 
ple reparation, but there ſtill hangs 
a weight upon my heart; for 
Joined to the grief I feel for the 
ſevere loſs I have ſuſtained, doubts 
and fears are intermixed, left I 
ſhould not find in the ſuppoſed 
perſon, one ſo deſervedly dear to 
me. Oh, my Sally, tis impoflible 
to deſcribe the anxiety of mind I 
labour under, and muſt ſtill feel, 
until T am aſcertained of the fate 
of my amiable and beloved father. 


I have wrote to my dear friend 
Mademoiſelle de Revelles, and in- 
formed her you would call upon 

y her, 
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Her, and requeſted. ſhe would in- 
troduce you to- Mr.. Greville. If 


he is ſtill in France I may hope 


to be convinced, for you will cer- 
tainly know. him. Should you 


meet—let me indulge the pleaſing. 
make no delay, but 


ſuppoſition- 


come to England immediately. 


Come to your Julia, your child; 


and give me an opportunity of re- 


paying, to my much eſteemed 


friend, part of that gratitude with 
which my heart org; 


* 


My obligations to Sir Charles 


Middleton are infinite; he takes 
the deepeſt concern in my affairs, 
and 1s unremitting in his endea- 
vours to render my ſituation pleaſ- 
ing. I appear as if he ſucceeded, 
for it would pain his generous 
D4 heart 


— 
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heart if he entertained a doubt of 
my being happy. Write inſtantly, 
and eaſe, if poſſible, the mind of 


* 


Your 
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IL. ET TER XXXIIL 
4 TO FROM FT. Es. 


1 AM ſtill Sin here by 
the deſire of Julia, who requeſts I 


will not leave her until Sally ar- 


rives. She 1 is now on her journey. 
Haſtings is come to England. This 


intelligence came by a letter from 


Mademoiſelle de Revelles. He 


had been at the convent the day 
before Sally arrived. She knew 
him by the deſeription of he my 


abbeſs. 


The Darcys viſit * 3 
y Emily is in high ſpirits. Her 
lover, who was ſo much deſpiſed 
{1 D 5 "1; 


. LY 4 \ 
n 
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by her family, proves to be nephew 
and ſole heir to Lord Blendham. 
He diſguiſed his rank, willing that 
the woman he married ſhould 
prefer him for himſelf alone. 
Happily for him, he made an im- 
preſſion on one whoſe prudence 
_ equalled her beauty. She owned 
a mutual affection, but refuſed cor- 
_ reſponding without the conſent of 
her parents; he folicited it under a 
feigned name, and got an abſolute 
denial. He then propoſed to Emi- 
ly to go off with him, which ſhe 
refuſed with diſdain. On his in- 
timating a doubt of her love, ſhe 
aſſured him, that tho? ſhe would 
not diſpoſe of her hand without 
her parent's conſent, ſhe would 
not wed another, x 


He 
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He went to town, and laid his 
whole plan before his uncle, who 
was charmed with the young lady's 
behaviour. He wrote immediately 
to Mr. Darcy, and informed him, 
that his nephew had ſeen Miſs 
Emily; had fallen in love with 
her, and the buſineſs of that letter 
was to know if his addreſſes would 
be acceptable. The propoſal was 
received with joy by the whole 

family, except poor Emily, who 
pray ed, ſighed, and wept, but in 
vain, they were inexorable; ſhe 
muſt be a lady ſpite of her re- 
monſtrances. 


Her father accordingly anſwered 
his lordſhip's letter; acquainted 
him, that he thought himſelf ho- 
noured by his propoſal, and waited 

with 
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with impatience for their viſiter. 
Emily's reliance now was on the 
generoſity of her new admirer (the 
uſual reſource of love-fick damſels 
before an elopement) whom ſhe 
deſigned to inform of her prepoſ- 
ſeſſion, and her deſign of never 
marrying any other perſon. ' If he 
did not comply with her requeſt 
of withdrawing his pretentions, 
ſhe reſolved to elope, and take re- 
fuge with an aunt of her's who is 
an enemy to the whole male crea- 
tion. Her plan being thus ſet- 
tled, the aſſumed. an air of content 
Vibes the family, that they might 
be leſs on their guard for what Was 
to follow. 


The withed for, yet dreaded, day 
at a onde arrived, on which Mr. 
Harſtrong 
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Harſtrong was expected. He came, 


viſible on each countenance on per- 
ceiving the identical perſon who, 
had been rejected with ſo much 
diſdain a few months before, in- 
troduced by Lord Blendham. 


Emily, on beholding her lover 


led forward by his lordſhip, fainted. 


He flew to ſupport. her — Then 
follewed a number of embarraſſed 
apologies. on one ſide ; excuſes for 
the deception on the other. At 


length all parties being mutually: 


pleaſed with each other, particu- 


larly the lovers, they all ſat down 
to dinner; after which the ladies 
retired, and left the old folks to 
fettle the. uſual preliminaries to a 
wedding, The only impediment 


accompanied by his uncle, but 5 
gueſs the aſtoniſhment that was 


5 now 
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. now is, the tardineſs of the lawyers,. 
- who ſeldom conſider the impa- 
tience of lovers, but go their dull. 


round with ſettlements, &c. with 
the ſame ſolemnity as il they were 
drawing a will. 


Julia and I dined there yeſterday ;- 
ſhe was introduced by the name of 
Haſtings, and as a near relation to 


Lady Gertrude. The two unen- 


gaged ladies were particularly civil 
to your humble ſervant. I am not 
vain, and yet I think I could with 


very little difficuly, prevail on Miſs 


Darcy to become Lady Middleton. 
Poor Brownlow, the gentleman I 
mentioned in a former letter, is 
now totally diſregarded ; not ho- 
noured with a ſingle ſmile. By the 

| | bye 
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bye it is an intolerable thing to be 
a ſlave to a coquette. Miſs Haſtings «. - 
has made a conqueſt of his lordſhip, Wi 
he is an agreeable old gentleman, £8 
and makes love very humorouſly ; . 
were he forty years younger, ane 
addrefled my miſtreſs, I ſhould be | 
(to make uſe of a lady's expreſſion) 
monſtrouſly jealous. ' Julia ſends to 
know will I walk ? 1 muſt break 
off to attend her. Adieu. 
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LETTER xxxIII. 


sm CHARLES MIDDLETON TO Miss 
HASTINGS, 


# 


A Lon pon. 


. Tn I'S is the fourth day 
fince my arrival, and I cannot, as 
yet, gain any intelligence of Mr. 
Haſtings. I have enquired at all 
the/coffee-houſes, and every other 
place where there was a probability 
of hearing of him, but without 
ſucceſs. I called on Mr. Pultney 
yeſterday, and informed him you 
were arrived in England, and 
would ſhortly call upon him. He 
ſaid he would be ready at any mo- 
ment to anſwer your demands. I 
| enquired 


* is, * 
= 4 


* 
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engired if a perſon of the name of 
Greville had made any enquiries 
lately about Lady Gertrude. He 
anſwered; he'had not ſeen any ſuch 
perſon.” I'aſked if he recollected 
a Mr. hoes th who formerly 
acted as Lord Leſby's tutor. He 
anſwered, perfectly; but that gen- 
tleman was dead ſome. years,” I 
replied, I had reaſon to think he 
was alive, and now in England, 
but went by the name of Greville; 
and requeſted, that if he called on 


him, as was probable, he would. 


inform me of it, as I had ſome- 
thing to acquaint him with, which 
nearly concerned him. He an- 
ſwered me, I might rely on his en- 
deavours to find him, and of giving 
me notice. I then took my leave 
of the old gentioman, and pro- 

| | eeeded 


— Le 
8 


* 
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ceeded home, where I found Har- 
ſtrong. I accompanied him to his 
wyers; we found them buſy; 
but ten guineas he diſtributed to 
the clerks, will forward his affairs. 
more than his moſt earneſt. intrea- 
ties to their maſters. Has young. 
Darcy made a declaration of his 
flame yet? I could: ſee the big 
fecret ready to ſtart from his. lips 
every moment, tho he endeavoured. 
to conceal it. It would be a pityx 
to drive ſo ſine a fellow to deſpair, 

and T know not how you can poſ- 
ſibly avoid it; for you doubtleſs 

mean to reward the paſſion of your 


antiquated adinirer. An eſtate of 
twelve thouſand a year, aud ſixty- 
four years experience into the bar- 
gain, is an offer not to be rejected. 
You'll * my friendſhip for Emily 


Will. 
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will prevent my accepting his lord- 
ſhip. Give me leave to remind 
you of an excellent proverb, Cha- 
rity begins at home. You anſwer 
me with a command, We muſt. 
not covet our neighbour's goods.” 
Well, then, Darey is the man I ſee. 
Pray command me; as I have ſo- 
much buſineſs amongſt the lawyers, 
it will take up little more time to- 
get your matter adjuſted.;. beſides, 
it will prevent parting with your 

ſwain, as poor Emily is obliged to 
do. Be ſo kind as to preſent my 
reſpects to that lady, 2 nn, 

me to be, 


Your's, &c. | 


5 
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LETTER  XXXIV:.._ 


' THE SAME TO THE SAME. 
Ba TEN to town, FR 
Jolla, immediately on the receipt 
of this; my endeavours have at 
length proved ſucceſsful. I re- 


ceived a note from Mr. Pultney 


this morning, requeſting to ſee me. 


* gueſſed he had received ſome in- 


telligence concerning Mr. Haſtings, 
and hurried to him immediately. 
When I arrived at his houſe, I was 
ſhewn into the parlour, where I 
found him and another gentleman, 
whom he introduced to me as Mr. 
Haſtings. I welcomed the latter 
to England. He returned my com- 
pliment with the moſt graceful 

7 i eaſe. 
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caſe. When we were ſeated, I 
told him, that a near relation of 
his longed to be introduced to him. 

He looked at me with a, mixture 
of hope and uncertainty in his coun- 
tenance. Mr. Pultney left the 
room. Is it poſſible! ſaid he; 

dare J flatter myſelf !—It is, in- 
deed, poſſible, ſaid I, interrupting 
him; the amiable Julia, whom 
vou met at the Marquis de Re- 
velle's, is your daughter.—0 
cried he, graſping my hand, you 
have reſtored me to lifg!—to my- 
ſelf! - To-morrow I deſigned to 
take. my leave of England—of the 
world, and wear out the remain- 
der of my days in ſolitude, far from 
the haunts of men]! But where is 
my 'beloved child, till I fly and 
| claſp her in a father's arms ?—You 
will 


? 
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will ſoon ſee her; ſhe is now at 
Abbyville, and no leſs impatient 
than yourſelf for this interview.— 
How did ſhe come to the know 
Jedge of me A late event ex- 
plained every thing.—I underſtand 
you. He turned to the window to 
conceal his emotion. I requeſted 
he would favour me with his com- 
pany until you came to town. © He 
complied, and we now wait your 
arrival -with the greateſt _ 


tience. 


The . of my not 455 
him before was, his continuing but 
one day in London. He told me, 
on his return to Paris, after an ab- 
ſence of twelve days, he went to 
the marquis's, and enquired for 
you ſoon after he came in. He 

was 


— 
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was informed you had embarked 
for England on a day's warning. 
He was thunderſtruck at this in- 
telligence, as he deſigned to en- 
quire your connections from your- 
elf; but it contributed to encou- 
rage the opinion he entertained of 
your being his. 


As the marquis's family were 
wholly unacquainted with the par- 
ticulars of his life, and as he found 
by a ſew queſtions, they were e- 
qually ignorant of what he wiſhed 
to know concerning you, he re- 
ſolved to take no notice to them, 
but ceme over to England, and 
leave no means untried to diſcover 
you. He enquired of the count, 
who was exceeding melancholy, the 

cauſe of his ſadneſs, The latter 
| | frankly 
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frankly owned, that your abſence 
was the cauſe, and his apprehen- 
ſions of never ſeeing you again, as 
the marquis refuſed to let him 
come to England in ſearch of you, 
on account of his ignorance of your 
family. Mr. Haſtings bid him be 
compoſed; told him he was com- 
ing to England, and would endea- 
vour to diſcover your family and 
connections; and aſſured him, if 
he was ſucceſsful, and you encou- 
raged his addreſſes, he would in- 
tercede with the marquis to con- 
ſent to the union. The young 
gentleman thanked him in raptures 
of joy. Mr. Haſtings deſired to 
know, what | convent you had 
boarded at. The count informed 
him, it was at the Abby W—7s. 
As ſoon as he, could diſengage 

him- 
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bimſelf, he flew to the convent, 
and enquired: of the lady abbeſs, 
what part of England you had re- 
paired to. She told him ſhe was 
| entirely ignorant of of where you were 
gone, and of every thing concern- 
ing you : that the lady who acted 
as your companion, was extremely 
diſcreet : the had often enquired 
Who you were, but could get no 
further information, than that you 
| belonged | to à noble family in Eng- 
land. He thanked the old lady 
for the information the had given 
him, and took his lade.“ 
In a few days after, he embarked 
for Erigland. On his arrival, re- 
paired immediately to — ſtreet, 
and enquired for Lady Gertrude. 
The ſervant told him his lady was 
Vo, 11. — 


X 


oh 


78 ru RECLUSE. 

in the country, He aſked was it 
gt L——. He ſaid, no; he be- 
lieved 'twas in Wales; and that Sir 


Charles had been gone down ſome 


weeks. Who is Sir Charles, 
friend ?—W ho, fir ! why my lady's 
huſband. He was unprepared for 
this; it deprived him of utterance. 
The fellow took notice of his diſ- 
order, and aſked him to walk inte 
the houſe. This rouſed him ; he 
turned from the door in a ſtate of 
mind that can be better imagined 


than deſcribed, and would have 


continued his walk, without Know- 


ing whither he was going, were he 


not rouſed by a porter, with a load 
on his back coming plump againſt 
him; the ſhock almoſt threw him 
down ; he looked round, and per- 
ceiving a tavern on the other fide 
| >> of 
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of tho Sway; he ſtepped ' over, and 
calling for pen and ink, wrote a 
letter to Lady Gertrude, upbraid- 
idg her, in the ſtrongeſt terms, for 
her behaviour; and deſired her to 
be prepared to ſee him, as he de- 
ſigned to ſet off next morning for 
Wales, and demand an explanation 
of her conduct. He ſealed the let- 
ter, and threw it on the table; then, 
ſupporting his head with his hand, 
pauſed for a few moments; his 
ideas grew more clear.—Shall the 
patience I have been for years la- 
bouring to gain, be done away in 
a ſingle moment of paſſion ? Shall 
I blaſt the fame of a noble family, 
who were my benefaQtors— my 
friends? Oh, Lefby | thou wert 
my friend, and: ſhall I load thy 
liſter's name with infamy! The 


E 2 recol- 


- 
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recollectiom of Leſby. ſofteneS him 
to tears ; he grew more collected, 


and at length reſolved to go down 


to Wales, write to Lady Gertrude, 


and beg, in the humbleſt terms, if 
he had a child, he ſhould be per- 


mitted to ſee it. 


After he bad taken this reſolu- 
tion, he grew. more compoſed, and 
next morning began his journey. 


When he arrived at the inn, which 
is about a quarter of a mile from 


the dwelling⸗houſe, he diſpatched 
his ſervant with a note, couched 
in ſuch terms that it would not be 
underſtood, ſhould it fall into any 


other hands but Lady Gertrude's. 


Ihbe ſervant quickly returned, and 
informed big „there was no one in 


the houſe bu one * ſervant, 
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who informed him, that her lady 


had” not been there for near two 


years; ſhe Was gone to ſome other 
part of the country, ſhe could not 


tell where.—I had now nothing to: 
do, added he, but return to London, 


and deſigned to goabraad again im- 


mediately, when I. recolleted Mr. | 
Pultney, and thought he could pro- 
bably give me ſome information. 


J accordingly waited on him for 


- 


that purpoſe ; he knew me in- 


ſtantlyts=LVenquired of him the 
place Were Lady Gettrude reſided. 
He informed me that ſhe was no 
more; und that you heard I Was 


in England, and had' been ſeeking 


me ome: time; as you had ſome- 
thing VE! ng org to communi- 


ute 
id: 0 40? 
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The tenderneſs I ever felt for 
my beloved Gertrude revived, with 
redoubled force, on hearing the 
was no more; I broke out in a 
tranſport of grief. Mr. Pultney, 
whole feellings do him honour, 
ſoothed me in the kindeſt terms, 
and again reminded me of the preſ- 
ſing enquiries you Were making 
after me. This intelligence rouſed 
and revived my ſinking ſpirits, 
as it ſtill encouraged- the hopes I 
had for ſome time entertained, 1 
waited with impatience for the re- 
turn of the ſervant, and in the ins 
terval endeavoured to diveſt myſelf 
of the prejudice I had, at the firſt 
mentioning of your name, con- 
ceived againſt you. 'The moment 
you appeared it vaniſhed ; and now 
accept my thanks, for the trouble 
you 
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you have had in ſearching me, 
and for the unfeigned joy you have 
diffuſed over my foul. We em- 
braced with mutual good will— _ 
and thus, my dear Julia; I have gi- 
ven you the ſum of what has paſſed 
fince my meeting with: your father. 
HF you ſet off on the receipt of this 
letter, I will meet you at B-—. 
Mr. Haſtings is not to accompany 
me, as a public inn would be an 
improper place for ſuch a meeting. 
Adieu, and believe me to be your 
truly affetonre friend, 


Ln; MIDDLETON: 


P. g. If Miſs Manly be able to 
undertake the journey, prevail on 


to accompany you. 


EI“ LET- 
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LETTER xxxv. 


SIR CHARLES MIDDLETON. TO FRANCIS 
MORDAUNT, . 


& 


In Informed you in my laſt of 
my meeting with Haſtings. Julia 
let off for town, accompanied by 
Sally, immediately on the receipt 
of my letter, The, mectipg be- 


| tween her and her father was truly 


affecting. They are the perfect 
reſemblance of each other ; it would 
be impoſſible to meet with. a more 
ſtriking likeneſs. Haſtings does 
not appear more than two or. three 
and thirty, tho? he aſfures- Ae be | 
is in his fortieth year. A SPhake 
me not a little, when he aſſures me, | 
that next to Julia, I am the deareſt 
5 | Ye | to 


— 
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ble, generous minded fellow, and 
deſerved a better = 0 

The morning after- Julia ur arrived, 
I, at Julia's deſire, ' mentioned WW. 
packet left by Lady Gertrude. 
Haſtings expreſſed his impatience 
to hear her ſtory, as, he ſaid, I had 
dropped ſomething. that gave him 
room to fuppoſe ſhe was not ſo 
culpable as his imagination had for 


ſome timè repreſented her. Julia | 
faid, ſhe feared ſhe had not ſpirits 


to him in the world. He- is a no- 


enough to go thro” with it. Then 


you muſt not attempt it, my love, 
anſwered her father; give mo the 
papers, and, with Sir Charles's 
leave I will retire and peruſe them. 
No, fir, replied Julia, my mo- 
od 85 laſt -requeſt muſt be com- 

WS: oo 


* 
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_ plied with; you muſt hear it from 
my lips. She took the packet and 
began to read. Haſtings's features 
underwent many changes during 
the recital, When ſhe mentioned 
Victoria at Bath, he claſped his 
hands together. From that until 
after their marriage, he would bite 
his lips, and frequently lay his 
hand to his forehead. In that paſ- 
ſage which deſcribed her return 
from Lady Frances, after their 
quitting , the big drops 
courſed down his cheeks, tho' he 
endeavoured to ſuppreſs them. Ju- 
lia's voice faltered ; but, after a few 
moments. heſitation, ſhe went on. 
At Lord Leſby's death, and the 
earl's diſtreſs, he ſobbed audibly. 
Julia and I were much affected. 
Wherever ſhe mentioned him with 

| tender- | 


THE RECLUSE. 97 


tenderneſs, his face glowed, and a 
moſt engaging ſoftneſs beamed from 
his eyes. When Folia concluded; 

he exclaimed—Oh ! my thiſtaken 
Gertrude, how few thy errors 
how ſevere thy ſufferings ! 1 for- 
give you, added he, capie His 
hands; but can I ever hope for 
forgiveneſs, that ſuffered you to- 
remain in an error? 1. ſhould: 
have fought you to the extremity. 
of the earth; nor ever quitted your 
feet; until you informed me of my 
offence. Moſt ſincerely do I ac 
quit you: Oh! Sir Charles, you 
knew hot half the virtues of that 
charming woman! Every amiable 
virtue was depoſited in her breaſt— 
one vile paſtion only was an inha« 
bitant ; and her evil genius, in the 
form of Lady Frances, rouſed it 


for 
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for her deſtruction; - for it is too 
certain, forrow has” deſtroye, | her 


valued life, Here his voice fal- 
tered, and he quitted the room 
precipitately. In half an hour he q 
returned. Julia was ſtill weeping ; 
but on the entrance of her father, 
aroſe and dried her eyes. I pre- 
vailed on them to accompany me 
on an airing. We drove to Hyde- 
park, where there was a vaſt deal 
of company in coaches and on 
horſeback; the ſcene amuſed them, 
and we all returned to dinner in 
tolerable ſpirits. In the evening, 
my aunt Stemham and Harriot 
paid us a viſit, the former expreſſed 
herſelf ! in very affectionate terms 
to Julia, who was introduced to 
her as a near relation to Lady Ger- 
trude, for whom ſhe had a great 
eſteem. 
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eſteem. Harriot is a good lively 
girl, aud was intimate with. Julia 
in an inſtant; they ſeemed mu- 12 
tually pleaſed with each other, per- 

haps from a ſimilarity. of tempers ;. 

for, tho Julia is not ſo volatile as 
Harriot, 1 ſee ſhe is naturally?" 5 
lively. Mr. Haſtings has written 
to the Marquis de Revelles, and 
informed him of his meeting. with 

his daughter. He tells him he 
was married early. in. life/to a near 
relation of the Earl of M—_ * py 
that there was no perſon privy to 
the marriage, but Lady. Gertruds 
Leſby, and the young woman wW-Hñnãu 
had the care of his Julia from her 5 
infancy. Soon after he went a- 
broad with Lord Leſby, his wife 
died, giving birth to his daugh- 
ter, and he was kept ignorant of 


a 


90 THE RECLUSE: 
it until his arrival in England. 
Lady Gertrude Leſby, who had his 
daughter in charge; was at that 
time in a diſtant part of Wales; 
ſhe wrote to him, and told him 
his daughter ſhould be taken all 
imaginable care of, and requeſted 
he would not remove her for ſome 
years. England; he added, became 
hatefut to him, as he loſt the only 
woman that could render life 
pleafing to him: that he went 
abroad again, and then accounted 
for the melancholy which poſ- 
ſeſſec him. Many unforeſeen e- 


- vents,, which he would recount 


hereafter, detained him longer from 
England than he expected. Soon 
after his arrival, he was fo happy 
as to meet with his daughter, who | 
"= no other than the young lady 

p he 
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he had ſeen at his houſe. This is 
the ſtory ſent to the marquis, and 
which paſſes current here alfo ; for 
it would be impoſſible to conceal 
their relationſhip. 


The Darcys are to "be in town 
ſhortly. Emily was married laſt 
Wedneſday. I had a letter from 
Harſtrong yeſterday; and, by the 
incoherence of his ſtile, judge him 
to be intoxicated. with his happi- 
neſs. Mr. Haſtings has promiſed 
to recount to-morrow, what befel 
him ſince his departure from Eng- 
land. It ſhall be the ſubject of 
another letter, for this, 1 think, is 
ſpun to a reaſonable length. Be- 
lieve me to be, 


Dear Frank, 
TFauoour's, 


C. MIDDLETON. 


\ 


i * 
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LETTER XXXVI.. 


THE SAME TO TH SA.. 


10 1. 80 * * 


* 


| AceeranLE: to my pro- 
miſe, I fit! down to give you the 
«particulars of'Mr. Haſtings's ſtory; 
which 1 ſhall, as nearly as Poſfible, f 
in his wir words. N 


4 thall begin at · the time of my 
accepting the duke's invitation to 
live with him, which I did with 
the greateſt reluctance, as I con- 
ſidered myſelf as a dependant on his 
baunty, and that to me was an irk- 
ſome, humiliating ſituation. His 
behaviour, however,” ſoon recon- 
ciled me to myſelf, for he treated 
me a the molt friendly unre- 

ſerve, 


» 


- 
_— 
1 
4 


TR AMI iu. 9 
ſerve. Several places were at his 
diſpoſal during the time 1 conti- 
nued in his family, that would 
have ſatisfied the utmoſt of my am- 
bition; * but he would not ſuffer 
me to accept of any o one. "of them, 
as he ſaid he had one in view for 
me, that would make me ampls 
amends for the time I ſhould wait F 
for it. I ſhould have been tolera- 9 
bly eaſy under theſe aſſurances, i 
but for the paſſion I began to fea; 
I had inſpired Lady Frances with! 
Her eyes - too plaltily-. "Inflicated 
what paſſed i in her breaſt: 1 ens 
deavoured, as much as poſſible, to 
avoid Ein het without Company, 2 
but in vain; the -todk all -poſlible | 1 
opportunities of throwing herſelf * 
in my way, and made fach ad- 
We that, had 1 abailed: tnyſelf 
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of them, would have ſtamped me 
the worſt of villains. I grew ex- 
tremely uneaſy at my ſituation, 
which was truly diſagteeable; and 
one day ſpoke to his grace concern- 
ing a reſolution I had formed of 
going abroad in quality of a tutor 
to ſome young nobleman, He 
ſeemed ſurpriſed at my reſolution, 
and requeſted 1 would think nd 
more of it. I replied, I could think 
of nothing elſe, and aſſured him, 
I could meet with nothing ſo agree- 
able to my inelination. Seeing me 
fo fixed in my reſolution, he ſaid he 
would endeavour to ſerve me that 
way; but wiſhed I had not been 
Jo determined, as he could make a 
better proviſion for me in andther 
manner. He ſpoke to the Earl of 
M ſhortly after, and gave 
that 
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that nobleman fo flattering an 
account of me, that he received 
the propoſal with joy. I was in- 
troduced to him and Lord Leſby, 
and agreed to make part of his fa- 
mily in a fortnight- When Lady 
Frances was informed by the duke 
of the change I was going to make, 
ſhe aſked me why I wiſhed to go 
abroad. I anſwered, I had a paſ- 
ſion for rambling nothing could aſ- 
ſuage- She threw a reproachful 
look at me, which I did not ſeem 
to obſerve; and quitted the room. 
In a few minutes, her maid deli - 
vered me a note, which contained 
the following words; 


« [If your indifference be affected, 
* as I firmly hope it is, meet me 
sin the temple after dinner. If 


66 you 
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you are really inſenſible, (the 
* thought ſhocks me l.) tell me 
< ſo ingenuouſly, and at once end 
&.the'doubts of - ) 


«aF n 


I was greatly perplexed, bn read: 
ing this note, how to act. TA de- 
clare to a lady ſhe was an objegt of 
indifference,” was agaitiſt ial fſyſtem 

of good breeding. On the dthler 
hand, to feign a Paſſion : IAfelt hot, 
would be acting the villain, and 
was utterly! repugnant tommy na- 

ture. Yn" the midſt of fly embat- 
raſſment ſome company arrived un- 


expectedly, and relieved me. from 
this perplexing ſituation- I ſaw 
ſhe would be prevented from keep- 
ing the appointment; and, by the 
indifference of my cbunteuance dur- 
= ing 
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ing the edurſe of the evening, ſhe 
gould- perceive I did not regret it. 
When the company broke up, 
ſhe retired, and I ſa her no more 
for two days. When we met, 'ſthe 
aſſumed a quite different beha- 
viour, which gave me room to 
think ſhe had baniſhed me en- 
tirely from her thoughts. This, 
yau may be aſſured, gave me much 
ſutisfaction; I breathed: freer than 
-vſual;-and converſed with her with: 
en _ eiu - 
9 as | AL 

\ The: day actined, that: Was 15 in- 
ndnd me to the Earl of M 
I - had. conceived an. unfavou cable | 
opinion of Lady Gertrude, from 
the acoounts - had frequently re- 
ceived from Lady Frances, who 
deſcribed. her haughty and im- 
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periops, and one that ſcarce deign- 
ed to look at any man below a 
duke. This intelligence gave me 
no concern, as I then imagined 
the low ſtate of my finances would 
render me proof againſt the moſt 
. ſeducing charms: for fame poppe 
her beautiful. 


With this rn I | 3 | 
at the earl's, accompanied by the 
duke and Lady Frances. The firſt 
look in Lady Gertrude almoſt con- 
firmed me 1n the opinion I enter- 
tained of her: But when his grace 

introduced me, ſhe received my 
compliments with a modeſty near. 
ly bordering on baſhfulneſs. There 
Vas a delicate ſoftneſs in her voice 
that was exquiſitely pleaſing. The 
firſt tones thrilled to my heart, 1 


ſcarce 
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ſcarce believed her to be the per- 
fon deſcribed, and could with dif- 
fculty ſuppreſs my indignation 


againſt her calumniator ; ſo effec- 


tually did one fight of her charms 


drive from my memory every idea 
to her diſadvantage. From the 
firſt moment ſhe ſpoke, I became 
her captive; nor could time, place 
or circumſtance ſince diflodge the 
paſſion that then took root in my 
ſou]. It would be needleſs to re- 
peat each circumſtance that haps 
pened from that time until my de- 
parture with Lord Leſby, as her 
ladyſhip, in her narrative has given 
a particular account of each, there- 
fore. I ſhall only ſpeak of what 
pure fince our 2 8 
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Nothing happened during, our 


1 Day. in France worthy note, as we 
continued there but a ſhort time, 
Lord Leſby being impatient to get 


to Naples, whither Victoria had 
arrived ſome months before. He 


had a paſſion for. that lady, tho 


he never explicitly owned it. On 
his arrival he waited on her to pay 


his reſpects, and was invited by 


the baron to dinner. I received an 
invitation preſently after, ind we 
paſſed an agreeable day, there be- 


ing a large party of both ſexes, all 


people of the firſt quality. Lord 


Leſby was in raptures with the 


baron and company ;- the former 
gave us both a general invitation, 


which we conſtantly made uſe of, 
and were engaged in every polite 


| F As 
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As the ſeaſon advanced which 
rendered the country delightful, 
the baron invited ſeveral gentlemen 
and ladies to paſs ſome time at his 
country ſeat, . My pupil and I 
were included in the number. 
There was nothing omitted that 
nature or art could produce for our 
entertainment. Feſtivity and mirth 
went forward, We paſſed the 
time happily, for each ſeemed to 
enjoy the good before them: Vic- 
toria alone ſeemed inſenfible*” to 

joy; ſhe was abſent and melan- 
choly, and complained of exceflive 
weak ſpirits. Lord Leſby paid her 
the moſt tender aſſiduity, and flew 
to obey her ſlighteſt command. 
There were two other gentlemen 
who paid their particular addreſſes, 
but ſhe behaved to all with an 

VOL. II. F equal 
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equal degree of coolneſs. We had 
been in the country near five 
weeks, and each day introduced 
ſome new ſcene of. amuſement, 
. when the unfortunate. affair happen- 

ed which deprived. my dear Leſby 
of his life | 


J never quitted him from the 
moment he was brought in wound- 
ed. He ſcarcely ſpoke during the 

night. In the morning when he 
was pronounced paſt recovery, he 
looked earneſtly at me for ſome 
time, then making an effort to 
take my hand, I ſtretched it to 
him, and leaned over him in the 
bed. I am dying, my dear 
Haſtings, ſaid he, and before 1 
go would wiſh to be fatisfied in one 
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point. Tell me ſincerely, has 
Gertrude ever given you encou- 
ragement to hope for her hand.” 
As this was no' time to trifle, I 
told him explicitly all that had 
paſſed. He replied, © You might 
have truſted me, for you are the 
brother of my choice. I knew 
you were dear to each other, but 
feared Gertrude's caprice would 
keep you longer at a diſtance than 
was neceſſary. I would endeavour 
to write to her in your favour, but 
it is now uſeleſs, as I hope ſhe is 
ſufficiently ſenſible of your worth.” 
I could no longer ſuppreſs the 
emotions his expreſſions of kind- 
neſs produced: my ſobs became 
audible. He preſſed my hand. 
Be comforted, Haſtings, and 
regret not my departure. Bright 

F 2 as 
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as my proſpects ſeemed, I have for 
ſome time paſt been overwhelmed 

with miſery ; and you unintentio- 
© nally have been the cauſe. I need 
not ſpeak more intelligibly, as you 
are undoubtedly acquainted with 
the movements of my heart, I 
have long foſtered a hopeleſs paſ- 
ſion in my heart, but hopes and 
fears are now at an end. Moſt 
fincerely do I with you happineſs; 
and may the object of my affection 
ſhortly meet with a man more ſen- 
ſible of her love than he who at 
preſent poſſeſſes it 1”? 


It was with difficulty he pro- 
nounced theſe laſt words; too much 
ſpeaking overpowered his ſpirits: 
he fainted away. I thought he 
bad breathed his laſt, but he quick- 

| ro” ly 
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ly ſhewed figns of returning life; 
his eyes ſhone more lively, and his 
whole countenance appeared more 
animated than before. Overjoyed 
at this ſudden change, I flew to 
acquaint the phyſician, who was 


| below ſtairs :: he came up with 


me, but his countenance betrayed 
no favourable omen. I once more 
took the hand of my beloved 
friend the moiſture of deah 
was on it. My diſtreſs was in- 


conceiyeable he ſeemed ſenſible 
of my feelings, and gave a moſt ex- 


preflive look. The power of ſpeech 


was no longer his. He continued 


inthis ſtate for about half an hour; 
and then fell into a lep which: ter- 
winated i in death. · 


* * 
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When 1 found he was really 
gone, I reſigned myſelf to the moſt 
extravagant tranſports of grief. 1 
clung to his lifeleſs body, and was 
. with difficulty removed. The 
baron's whole family felt the deep- 
eſt concern for his death; a con- 
cern it was impoſſible not to feel, 
as the gentleneſs of his manners, 
and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, en- 
deared him to every perſon. 


The taſk of acquainting his fa- 
mily with his death was a ſevere 
one. I wrote to the earl and lady 
Gertrude. To her I recounted our 
- Laſt converſation ;—that to the earl 
produced the effects related in her 
ladyſhip's narrative. I waited im- 
patiently for anſwers to my letters, 
and was much ſurpriſed when the 
uſual time paſſed without my re- 

5 Cceiving 
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etiving any. I again wrote, but 
to no purpoſe. Diſappointed the 
ſecond time, I prepared to go to 
England; aud was ready to de- 
part, when the baron preſſed me ſo 
earneſtly to ſpend another week 
with him, that, without being 
guilty of ingratitude and ill man- 
ners, it was impoſſible to refuſe. 
I was, however, extremely uneaſy, 
and apprehenſive that ſomething 
extraordinary had happened, when 
I received a letter from Mr. Pult- 
ney which added to my ſurpriſe. 

He informed me of the death of 
the earl, and of the ample provi- 
fron he had left me; but was Gent 

on every other matter. I Was 

grieved at his lordſhip's 'death,— 
but more than grieved and amazed 
F 4 141%: 29" 
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at Lady Gertrude's ſilence. No- 
thing could now detain me. 


_ I ſet forward with all poſſible 
expedition, and on 'my arrival in 
England, proceeded directly to 
Portland Row. I found the houſe 
ſhut up, and only one ſervant left 
to take care of it. I enquired 
where Lady Gertrude was, but 
could gain no information. The 
ſervant faid all letters and meſſages 
directed to her lady, were ſent to 
Mr. Pultney's. It was too late to 
trouble Mr. Pultney that evening, 
therefore I deferred waiting on him 
till morning. After the uſual com- 
pliments and enquiries, I requeſted 
a a letter to Lady Gertrude. He re- 
plied it was not in his power to 
give me one, as he was ſtrictly en- 
joined 
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joined to the contrary wid Lady 
| Gertrude: 


* 
* *% 


Thunderſtruck at this infor- 
mation, my countenance. betrayed 
my aſtoniſhment ; I loſt, for 
ſome moments, the power of 
articulation. Mr. Pultney, who 
_ undoubtedly obſerved my con- 
fuſion, ſaid, if J had any thing 
particular to communicate he would 
forward a letter for me. As I con- 
cluded by not receiving anſwers to 
my former one, it would be ineffec- 
tual, I declined his m— aud 
took my leave. 


110 THE RECL USE, 
LETTER XXXVIIL. 
IN CONTINUATION. 


I T would be impoſſible to 
convey. to you an idea of the vari- 
ous conjectures which occupied my 
mind, concerning her ladyſhip's 
behaviour. Surely, thought I, ſhe 
cannot ſuſpe& me for neglecting 
her brother. — And even ſo, would 
not a wife forgive! Again I ima- 
gined ſhe repented having married 
a perſon beneath her in point of 
fortune. This thought ſtung me 
more ſeverely than the former, and 
nearly determined me to renounce 
her for ever. But love ſoon gained 

the 


- 
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the aſcendancy : I ſtrove to make 
excuſes, for I knew not what, and 
reſolved, by ſome means, to learn 
where ſhe was, aid. obtain an in- 
terview, when I hoped to eraſe 
from her mind every idea ſhe had 
. conceived to my diſadvantage. 


For this purpoſe I gave my ſer- 
vant orders to attend the poſt» 
office, and ſee if any letters were 
directed to her. In a few days he 
brought me word that ſhe was 
with a Miſs Tranvers in Wales. 
This lady I knew to be her aunt. 


I preſently departed for Wales, 
and as ſoon as I arrived, waited 
on her, and was informed ſhe was 

from home. HI requeſted to ſee 

Miſs Tranvers, and was ſhewn in 
ö to 


WJ 


— 
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to her apartment, as ſhe was not 
Able to come down ſtairs.” She re- 
ceived me with much civility, but 
told me her niece had given po- 
fitive orders I ſhould not be admit- 
ted, as ſoon as ſhe heard of my ar- 
rival .in England. I replied, it 
was very extaordinary, that I 
ſhould be totally excluded from 
her preſence, without being in- 
formed of my offence : that I was 
not conſcious of having given her 
ladyſhip any, and hoped I ſhould 
not be deemed 1mpertinent, if I 
inſiſted on an explanation. Miſs 
Tranvers ſaid ſhe was wholly un- 
acquainted with her motive for re- 
fuſing to ſee me; but would try 
her utmoſt influence in my favour, 


4 and promiſed I ſhould hear from 
her in the morning. On receiv- 


3 Ent 5 ing 
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ing this aſſurance, I took my leave. 
and proceeded to an inn, which 


was about a mile from the houſe. 
J had not been there more than an 
hour, when I received a note, ac- 


quainting me, that Lady Gertrude's. 
fixed determination was, never to 


ſee me more: that ſhe had ſuffi- 


cient reaſons for her conduct to- 
wards me, and nothing could alter 


her- reſolution. 1 mounted my 
horſe immediately on reading this 


note, and ſet forward for London, 
without well knowing what I did. 


Reſentment occupied my mind, 
and I reſolved never more to at- 
tempt ſeeing her. | 


I made but a ſhort. ſtay in Lon- 
don, but took ſhipping for France 
where, ſhortly after. my arrival, I 

| 7 - 
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met. the Marquis de Revelles and 
his lady. They were juſt returned 
from Naples, where I firſt had the 
honour of knowing them. They 
both profeſſed for me the warmeſt 
eſteem; and entreated me in ſuch 
affectionate terms, to make their 
houſe my home, that I found it 
impoſſible to refuſe. This ami- 
able couple omitted nothing that 
could contribute to diſpel the me- 
lancholy which took entire poſſeſſion 
of me; for the recollection of my 
Gertrude's unkindneſs, would ruth 
upon me in the gayeſt ſcenes, and 
render me inſenſible to every joy. 
1 correſponded conſtantly with the 
Baron de Liſſurges, from the time 


of my departure from Italy. He 


frequently requeſted I would pay 
him a viſit ; and as all places were 
alike 
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alike to me, as ſoon as I obtained 
conſent from my friend Revelles, 
I departed, and arrived ſafe at 
eg dl 


The baron and his ſon 3 
me with the ſtrongeſt expreſſions 
of ' friendſhip. Victoria had been 
married ſome months before to a 
gentleman whoſe eſtate lay in a 
province at a confiderable- diſtance, 
whither they were gone to reſide. 
I ſhould have mentioned, that the 
baron honoured me with an offer 
of that lady's hand, before I quit- 
ted. Naples the firſt time. I was 
obliged to declare my ſituation, but 
aſſured him, 1 had a due ſeuſe of 
the honour he deſigned me. Soon 
after I arrived at the baron's, young 
Liſſurges perſuaded me to accom- 
pany him and ſeveral other gentle- 


men, 
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men, to a ſeat he had about thirty 
miles from the city. My compa- 
nions were a ſet of what we call in 
England, choice ſpirits ; ; who, after 
paſſing the night in offering liba- 
tions to the jolly god, would re- 
main under the influence of Mor- 
pheus until noon. 0 


As 1 felt no inclination to par- 
take of their nightly revels, 4 ge- 
nerally retired early, as it gave me 
an opportunity of riſing to enjoy 
the beauties of the morning. The 
walks, for ſome miles, were ex- 
tremely pleaſant. I aroſe one 
morning earlier than uſual, and, 
after walking a conſiderable time, 
ſtruck into a ſtrange road, which 
led to a village I had never been in 
before. I ſaw none of the inha- 

12 27 bitants 
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bitants ſtirring, it being very early; 
and, - after looking about ſome 
time, I turned in order to return 
home. I continued my walk ſame 
time, my eyes bent on the ground, 
when raiſing them, I perceived it 
was not the road I came. I was 
perplexed for.ſome time what to do, 
as I could form no judgment of the 
right one; but at length deter- 
mined to, go forward, as I expected 
to meet with ſome of the country 
people, who would direct me. Hay» 
ing continued my ' rout about half 
an hour, I perceived before me a + 
thick grove of trees;. the ſun had 
juſt riſen, which added. to the beau- 
ty of the ſcene, and rendered it 
truly pictureſque. - My curioſity | 
being now awakened, impelled me 
to go — and indulge my- 

51 
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felf with a nearer view. I had not 
proceeded far, when I found my- 
ſelf encompaſſed round with trees, 
which, as I advanced, were fo thick 
as to hide the refulgent. rays of the. 
ſun, 


In this gloomy ſituation, ſome 
fears for my own ſafety obtruded. 
I repented my temerity in ventur · 
ing fo far in an unknown place; 
which, joined to an appetite J had 
acquired by my walk, made me 
wiſh: heartily to be back in the vil- 
lage. As T turned, with an inten- 
tion of tracing my ſteps back again, 
I had a glance of a man thro' 
the trees. He held a book in his 
| hand, to which he ſeemed to pay 
great attention. The fight of him, 
and the manner of his employ, diſ- 
8 ER pelled 
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pelled my apprehenſions. I haf- 
tened to accoſt him, and re- 
queſted to know where I was. 
He did not perceive me till I 
ſpoke; then gazed at me ſome mo- 
ments in ſilence.— Pray anſwer 
me, repeated I ; I have ſtrayed far. 
ther than I intended, and ſhall be 
much obliged to you, if you will in- 
form me where 1 can procure ſome 
refreſhment, — You are fix miles 
from S——t, replied he, ſternly, 
from whence I ſuppoſe you came. 
You are right, I anſwered; I 
came from S——t, but 1 did not 
imagine I had walked half that 
number of miles.—Y ou are doubt- 
lefs weary, returned he, after ſo 
long a walk ; ſtop here for a few 
moments; Þ'll procure you ſome 
refreſhment, and then conduct you 
to 
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to the right road. Before I had 
time to thank him, he diſappeared 
amongſt the trees, but returned 
in a few minutes, accompanied by 
an old gentleman of a moſt prepoſ- 
ſeſſing appearance, who aceoſted me 
with politeneſs, and requeſted. I 
would follow him. I bowed obe- 
dience. He ſtruck into a path 
which led to a cloſe avenue of trees, 
with many windings. When we 
got to the end, there appeared a 
large lawn, with a neat houſe, co- 
vered with jeſſamine: it looked 
the ſeat of content. I began to 
fancy myſelf tranſported into the 
enehanted regions of fable; for I 
had nevęr ſeert any thing approach 
ſo near my idea of them as the 
proſpect that lay before me. My 
conductor ſpoke not until we en- 
87 | tered 


THE RECTLUsS x. 12t 


tered the houſe; he then turned 
and took my hand Welcome, 
ſtranger, ſaid he; you are the firſt 
that has entered theſe doors theſe 
eighteen years. Providence hath 
directed you hither, to cloſe the 
eyes of an unfortunate man, Who 
has long been ſecluded from an un- 
grateful world; but I will not de- 
tain you in idle converſe until you 
have got ſome refreſhment. He 
then ordered breakfaſt, which was 
ſerved in all the native elegance of 
rural fimplicity. I was much 
amazed at the novelty. of every 
thing about me, but ſuſpended 
my curioſity until we had break- 
faſted; I then requeſted he would 
not deem me too inquiſitive, in en- 
treating a continuance of the con- 
85 worſation he had interrupted. He, 
FS ſmiling, 
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ſmiling, took my hand—1 ſee 
ſomething in your face, ſaid he, 
which tells me I ſhall rejoice at 
this meeting. - You behold a man, 
Who, for eighteen years, has not 
ſeen a hnman face, ſave thoſe of 
my two attendants, until I faw 
your's. This is no common chance; 
ſome unknown power has conduct- 
ed thy ſteps hither. Thy aſpect 
has confirmed me in this opinion; 
it is ſuch as, often as I have been 
deceived, I would ſtill truſt, were 
I to enter into an ungrateful world. 
I returned him thanks for the fa- 
vourable opinion he had conceived 
of me, and aſſured him I would 
never give him reaſon to change it. 
8 When you have read the ſtory of 
- my life, replied he, you can judge 
whether 1 have reaſon to think fa- 


vourably 
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vourably of mankind. I wrote it 
ſome years ago; you may peruſe it 
at your leiſure. At preſent, you 
may be better amuſed in look- 
ing over the demieſne; but I will 
firſt ſhew you the houſe. He led 
me thro' a variety of rooms, 
and at length entered a library, 
where there was a well choſen col- 
lection of the beſt authors.] ſee 
you have provided company for 
your retirement, ſaid I, He ſighed 
ves, anſwered he, when reflec- 
tion grows too poignant, I have 
recourſe to ſome of thoſe, as they 
at times diſpel the gloomy ideas it 
.oecafions. He opened a door, which 
led into a parterre, the moſt beay- 
tiful I ever beheld. I exprefled my 
admiration af it in ſtrong terms. 
Ale ſeemed ſatisfied that it pleaſed 


me. 
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me.— Here, ſaid he, I ſometimes 
enjoy a little relaxation from my 
woes, in contemplating the works 
of my Creator: 1 loſe the remem- 
brance of thoſe ills that were ac- 
cumulated on me, by what is called 
the moſt perfect of his creatures, 
He pronounced theſe words in a 
tone of voice that affected me. I 
obſerved his countenance attentive- 
ly; ſorrow was ſtrongly marked 
there. Surely, thought I, this 
man's misfortunes muſt have been 
great, that he ſtil] retains the traces 
of them. I felt the greateſt impa- 
tience to be made acquainted. with 
them; but recollecting how long 
I had been abſent, and fearing my 
friend would be alarmed, 1 poſt. 
poned the gratification of my cu- 
riolity for the preſent, and apolo- 
| * 
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gized to my hoſt for being obliged 
to leave him fo ſoon. I ſaid 1 
feared my abſence would occaſion 
ſome diſquietude to a gentleman 
with whom I was on a viſit, 


Apologies are unneceſſary, apſwer- 


ed he; my ſervant ſhall conduct 


you to the town ; but may I flat: 
ter myſelf I have not ſeen you for 


the laſt: time N You may rely on 
ſeeing me to- morrow early, I re- 


plied ; I am much mortified at be- 
ing obliged to leave you ſo ſoon, as 
nothing could give me greater plea- 


fure than the enjoyment of your 


company. He prefled my hand, 
and anfwered—1 ſhall expect your 
return with impatietice ; Cranmer 


ſhall wait for you at the entrance 


of the wood, for it would be im- 
poſſible for you to explore this la- 
vo. II. 8 byrinth 


% 


1 
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byrinth without a guide, I muſt 
requeſt your ſecreſy about this 
place, left it ſhould excite the cu- 
rioſity of people that would inter- 
rupt my retirement. Invent ſome 
ſtory for your delay and abſence 
to-morrow, and come as early as 
poſſible. I promiſed. to obey. his 
inſtructions, and wiſhing him a 
good day, ſet forward with my 
conductor. We walked near two 
miles, thro' ſhady groves and wind- 
ing avenues of trees, I obſerved it 
was not the way I came.—lt is 
part of it, fir, ſaid Cranmer; the 
avenue you entered is on your right 
hand; this will bring you ſooner 
home. Many people have loſt their 
way ſince my maſter has taken up 
his reſidence here. The houſe was 
built, and many of the trees planted 

by 
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by his grandfather. My maſter's 
misfortunes were ſuch as gave him 
a diſtaſte to the world; he choſe 
this place as a retreat from it. The 
paths are ſo 1ntricate, that it is im- 
poſſible for auy but thoſe that have 
traced them often, to find their 
way. The people of the village, 
having often been deceived when 
they thought they were returning 
home, have deſiſted from coming, 
and warn ftrangers from: attempt- 
ing it. When any are proof againſt 
their admonitions, and venture into 
the wood, I generally meet them, 
and conduct them out thro* the 
moſt difficult paths. I would have 
acted thus to you alſo, had you not 
mentioned refreſhment. As no 
one ever came ſo near the houſe 
within half a mile, I gave my maſ- 

G 2 ter 
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ter a deſcription of your perſon and 
manner, and told him how near 
you were to the houſe. He in- 
ſtantly bid me conduct him to you. 
This command ſurpriſed me, but! 
obeyed. As he requeſted to ſee 
you again, and promiſed to recount 
to you his life, Lk nOoWw I have. not 
acted wrong in giving you this in- 
formation. By this time. we were 
come to a cluſter of trees, which 
formed a ſquare; I ſaw, no. paſſage, 
and ſaid to Cranmer—l fear we 
have beguiled the time in talking, 
and are caught in a ſnare.— O, ſaid 
he, Ill quickly diſpel your fears 
en that head; then taking a key 
from his pocket, and having re- 
moved ſome of the brambles with 
his hand, he opened a ſmall door, 
which was covered in the fame 
1 manner 
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manner on the other fide. We 
were obliged to ſtoop very low to 
get thro. When we were at ſome 


/ 


diſtance, Cranmer deſired me to 


look behind, and aſked me did I 


think; it poſſible to diſcover their 


habitation ? I anſwered in the he- 


gative. We ſtruck into ſeveral 
intricate paths, - which at length 
brought us into a large meadow, - 
from whence we had a view of 
8 t. When we came to the extre- 
mity near the road - ſide, we found it 
encompaſſed round by a broad and 
deep ha-ha.— Have you a key to 


this, ſaid I; or muſt I venture 
my neck? Neither, he replied ; 
then going to a ſmall diſtance, he 
drew up a large plank, which was 


Hilden by the long graſs, and put 
2 G3 it 
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it acroſs; J paſſed over with eaſe, 
and deſtring Cranmer to meet me 


at five next morning, T proceeded 
towards the caſtle. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 


IN CONTINUATION. 


1I FOUND Liffurges and 
his gueſts much alarmed at my 
abſence, and all in a breath de- 
manded where I was. I anſwered 
all, by faying I had met with an 
old gentleman, as I walked out 
early in the morning, who invited 
me to look at his houſe and gar- 
den: that having found both ex- 
tremely handſome, they employed 
my attention ſome time; and that 
I complied with the owner's re- 
queſt of ſtaying to breakfaſt : that 
he , was an agreeable man, and 
preſſed me much to paſs the day 
G4 „ with 
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with him. I excuſed myſelf, leſt 
my .abſence ſhould render my 
friends uneaſy, but promiſed to 
wait on him on the morrow : this, 
added I, is a full account of my 
adventures ſince morning. They 
were ſatisfied with this account ; 
we ſoon after went to dinner, and 
the evening paſſed in the uſual 
manuer. 3 
eee 
J aroſe early next morning, and 
haflened to the appointed place, 
where I found Cranmer waiting. 
He led me a different way from 
that we came the day before, and 
thro' the moſt delightful paths, 
Mr. Jeptſon had been waiting at 
the entrance of the avenue ſome 
time ; » he advanced to meet me, 
and d ſtretched out his hand, which 
I ſhook 
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| I ſhook moſt cordially.—l thank 
you} ſaid he, for keeping your ap- 
pointment; and am glad you were 
not afraid to venture again into this 
receſs My reception yeſterday, 
anſwered 1, gave me no cauſe for 
apprehenſion ; it was ſuch as made 
me impatient to renew my viſit, 
We went to breakfaſt ; I enquired 
how he procured neceſſaries. He 
told me Cranmer went to town 
once a month, and brought every 
thing they wanted. — Vou ſhall ſee 
preſently,' added he, that we are 
not ill provided. When we had 
breakfaſted, he led me into a large 
lawn, in which were a vaſt num- 
ber of cattle. On one ſide was a 
pond, that was nearly covered over 
with tame fowl, ſuch as ducks; 
geeſe, &c, on the other fide was a 
* G 5 large 
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large orchard, where * was a 
vaſt quantity of every kind of fruit 
the clime afforded. I was much 
pleaſed with every thing I ſaw, 
and expreſſed my approbation of 
them to my friend; I ſaid it would 
be ſome time before I ſhould be 
tired ranging thro' his domain.— 
J wiſh, replied he, you would try 
the experiment, and paſs a few 
- weeks here; I do not expect you 
ſhould ſeclude yourſelf from the 
world, but if you can make it con- 
venient to yourſelf to paſs a ſhort 
time here, your company will give 
me infinite ſatisſaction, I returned 
him thanks in as warm a manner 
as poſſible, and told him he might 
command my company whenever 
he thought proper —My dear 
friend, he replied, I have not been 
deceived 
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deceived in you; go and come 
when fancy directs, and expect 
from me the ſincereſt welcome. 
The old gentleman's kindnkſs af- 
fected me; I beheld him with ve- 
neration.— Never, ſaid I, in a fal- 
tering voice, have I. known the 
kindneſs of a parent; will you, fir, 
permit me to look upon you in 
that light ?—Moſt gladly, my fon l 
he exclaimed, claſping me in his 
arms; and proud ſhall I be, to be 
diſtinguiſhed by that title. Hence- 
forward look upon me in the light 
of a tender and indulgent father: 
long as I have been ſecluded from 
a world that's hateful to me, I 
would again enter it to give you 
pleaſure, I have a large eſtate in 
another province ; whilſt I live, the 
revenues of it ſhall be your's: that 

| 95 goes 
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goes' to the next akin after my 
death; but this ſpot I can leave 
to whom I will; it ſhall alſo be 
your' 's.—Stop, fir, ſaid I, and do 
not overwhelm me with this flood 
of unmerited kindneſs. Believe 
me, your wealth would be no in- 
ducement for me to paſs a ſingle 
day with you; I prize your friend. 
ſhip, and the title you have given 
me, far above it ; and whatever 
faults you may hereafter diſcover 
in my diſpoſition, be affured cove- 
touſneſs, or ingratitude, will not 
be in the number. —I am fully con- 
vinced of it, anſwered he ; and the 
firſt moment I beheld you, I re- 
ſolved in my mind what I now in- 
form you of. 


Words 
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Words would be too poor to ex- 
preſs my thanks to this worthy, 


but unfortunate man. I took bis 


hand and raiſed it to my lips; then 


pointed to my breaſt, ſignifying 


that my acknowledgments lay 


there. He underſtood me, and 


ſaid .- Vou owe me none; I have yet 
done nothing; and your friendſhip 
and eſteem will be ample compen- 
ſation for what is in my power to 
do for you. | 


When we returned to the houle, 
we found an elegant repaſt pre- 


pared. - When dinner was over, he 
brought me to the library, and tak- 
ing a packet from a ſhelf, delivered 
it into my hand. —T ſhall leave 
you for a ſhort time, ſaid he; in 
the interval amuſe yourſelf with 


this H 


” = 
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this; it contains the moſt remark- 
able paſſages of my paſt life, and 
my reaſons for quitting a baſe, un- 
grateful world. He then left me. 
I opened the manuſcript, and began 
to read as nearly as I can recollect 
46 follows. l 


THE RECLUSE: 139 


| LE T T ER XXXIX. 
Tas HISTORY or Mu. JEPTSON, | 


Len born d 
vince of Leinſter, in Ireland, the 
ſecond ſon of a good family. My 
brother and I, being nearly of an 
age, were ſent to the univerſity to- 
gether ; and when we had finiſhed 
our {ſtudies there, ſet out on the 
grand tour. My brother was much 
addicted to gambling, and, I raight 
add, every other faſhionable vice, 
He gave me much uneaſineſs dur- 
ing our ſtay abroad, leſt he ſhould 
fall a victim to his follies, as he 
kept the moſt abandoned company 
of both ſexes, I was happy on re- 

Hit ceiving 


140 THE RECLUSE, 

ceiving orders to return home, as I 
imagined the preſence of his friends 
would be ſome'curb on his vicious 
inclinations; but I was miſtaken. 
Shortly after we arrived, he be- 
came acquainted with a profligate 
ſet of infamous gamblers. All the 
admonitions of his friends were” in- 
ſufficient to reclaim him; he fol- 
lowed a courſe directly oppoſite to 
their wiſhes. My mother was 
particularly grieved at his manner 
of life, as he was her favourite.” 
She often advanced him ſums' of 
money to pay his debts, on a pro- 
miſe of amendment; but finding 
he put it to a different uſe, ſhe gave 
| up to the forrow his behaviour filled 
her with, and in a ſhort time died 
of a broken heart. On her death- 
on? hom * him to amend his 
— courſe 
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courſe of life ; ſet before him the 
conſequences of his preſent extra- 
vagances, and what he muſt ex- 
pet in future. He liſtened with 
ſeeming attention to her diſcourſe ; 
promiſed to obſerve her inſtructions, 
and expreſſed much ſorrow and 
contrition for the effect his follies 
had on an amiable and tender pa- 
ys BIOS 1 is WH 

{Foe ſome time- after ber each] F 
he adhered ſtrictly to his good re- 
ſolutions; kept early hours; paid 
more attention to his family, and 
ſeemed to return a ſincere affection 
I: felt for him with intereſt; for, 
tho' we were conſtantly together 
from our infancy, he had always 
held me at a diſtance, and ſeemed 
. of the good opinion my 

friends 
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honoured me with. He now al- 
tered his behaviour entirely to- 
wards me, made many aeknow- 
ledgments of his former unkind- 
neſs, lamented his follies, but moſt 
of all regretted the miſapplication 
of the money he had received from 
time to time to pay his debts, as 
they were ſuch as he was liable to 
be affronted for, being eontracted 
at play. By his altered manner, 
J conchaded there was a thorough 
reformation wrought in him, and 
determined to give him the money. 
] enquired into the amount of 
them; he told me fourteen hun- 
dred pounds would diſcharge them 
all. In a few days I procured him 
that ſum. He ſeemed to doubt 1 
was in earneſt when J put it into 
his. hands 3 but, When convinced, 


Was 
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was ſtrong in his expreſſions of 
gratitude and affection. All our 
friends were amazed and pleaſed at 
the agreeable - change in him; for 
my part, there was nothing could 
give me equal ſatisfaction, for I 
loved him with a fincere fraternal 
affection. | 


| He continued . time in this 
manner. One morning he told 
me he was going ſome miles out 
_ of town with a gentleman be 
named. In about au hour after- 
wards he ſet out, and did not re- 
turn at night. I was under no ap- 
prehenſion, as the gentleman he 
told me was to accompany him was 
a man of extreme good character. 
It was the month of April; the 
weather being remarkably fine, I 
aroſe 
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aroſe next morning with am intent 
of walking, and had not proceeded 
above two or three ſtreets, when I 
perceived a crowd about the door 
of one of the moſt noted gaming- 
houſes in town. I ſtopped a mo- 
ment to enquire what was the mat- 
ter, but before I could be anſwered; 
the crowd gave way, and my brother 
was kicked into the ſtreet. I flew- 
inſtantly to the ſpot, and ſeizing the 
perſon, demanded why he uſed that 
gentleman- (meaning 'my brother) 
in that manner. I waited not for 
a reply, but whirling him round, 
performed the ſame operation I had 
ſo lately got a leſſon of, and laid 
him ſprawling on the ground. He 
aroſe immediately, and drawing his 
word, eee be ſatisfac- 


tion. 


THB RECEUSE: 143 


tion. Here my brother interpoſed, 
and inſiſted on fighting him.— No, 
replied the gentleman, you are a 
ſcaundrel and a ſharper ; I have 
given you your deſert for cheating 
me, but deem you unworthy to 
encounter with my ſword! On 
ſaying this he turned to me; I 
was by this time prepared for him, 
having got a ſword from a gentle- 
man preſent. We parried ſeveral 
thruſts 3 my- antagoniſt ſeemed in- 
famed- with a deſire of revenge, 
and fought with great heat. I was 
more cool, tho': not leſs determined, 
and guarding againſt a lunge di-, 
rected to my heart, wounded him 
juſt over the hip. He inſtantly 
fell, deelaring he was killed. There 
were many people preſent, but no, 
W to ſtop me, I walked. 
leiſurely 
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leiſurely home, and acquainted my 
father with the reſult of my morn- 
jng's ramble. His diſtreſs was un- 
diſeribable; he adviſed me to ſet 
off with all expocktion to the con- 
ünent, which 1 did accordingly, 
and arrived ſafe in four days. ä 


The flrſt letters I received after 
my arrival gave an account of the 
gentleman's death. This news 
grieved me exceedingly; for, added 
to the regret I felt for taking the 
life of a fellow- creature, I was 
fully ſenſible of the unworthineſs: 
of him for whom I was induced to 
quarrel. I had not been long in 
France before I became acquainted. 
with a family of the name of Vaim- 
ville; there were four ſons, and 
a n who was exquilitely 

| _ 
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lovely. I became: enamoured of 
ber perſon, and, after viſiting her 
ſome time, made à declaration of 
my paſſion. She-received my pro- 
poſal without embarraſſment, and 
referred me to her father for an an- 
ſ\wer; As he had but a: moderate 
fortune, I apprehended no diffi. 
culty, nor was I: miſtaken; I was 
accepted, and a day fixed for: the 
celebration of aur nuptials, which 
when arrived, preſented me with 
the choiceſt gift heaven could be- 
flow. As I inherited a large for- 
tune by my mother, it enabled 
me to take an elegant houſe, and 
ſet up a handſome equipage. My 
wife's: eldeſt brother was a lieute- 
nant in the army. As I loved her 
to diſtraction, I thought nothing 
in my power too much for her 
family, 
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family, and ſhortly after we were 
married, procured him the rank of 
major. Her youngeſt brother, a 
lad of fifteen, conſtantly * 
with us. | 


When I was about a year mar- 
ried, I received the diſagreeable 
news of my father's death; and 
ſhortly after, from different people 
with whom I correſponded, that 
of the diſſipated manner my bro- 
ther lived in. I was ſenſibly griev- 
ed at this intelligence, and wrote to 
bim immediately, exhorting him 
to alter his courſe of living, and 
added an invitation to him to come 
over to France, where every means 
ſhould be tried to render his ſtay 
agreeable. I thought if I could 
ſeparate him from hts preſent com- 

panions, 


* 
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pauions, aud have him with /me; 


could diveſts him of ſome of the 


bad principles he had imbibed.— 


What a weak ſuppoſition ! 1 have 


ſince experienced, that a heart one 


corrupted, can never be reclaimed. 
But to return PP 5 received: no an- 


ſwer to that letter, nor to ſeveral 


others I rote to the ſame ptirpoſe. 
When eighteen-months had paſſed, 
during which interval I never re- 
ceived a line from him, he ſent a 

letter, wrote in a ſubmiſſive, pene- 


tential ſtile. He eee ee 
logizing for his neglect, and con- 


feſüng himſelf highly culpable, —4 


he had on one fatal night riſked 
his whole fortune at the gaming- 
table, by which run of ill luck he 


was entirely ruined. He expreſſed | 


much contrition for his bad con- 
+. VOL, II. H duct, 
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duct, and added, if I would now 
afford him an aſylum, his future 
life ſhould. be employed in aton- 
ing for the former part of it. 1 
had met with nothing for ſome 
time, that gave me ſo much plea- 
ſure; I rejoiced that he had loſt his 
fortune, as I hoped it would be the 
means of effecting a thorough refor- 


mation. I anſwered. bis letter im- 


mediately, and gave him an aſſur- 
2nce of an hearty welcome; re- 
quſted he would make all poſſible 
expedition, as both my wife and I 
longed to embrace him. There was 
an apartment unmediately got ready 
for his reception. We waited not 


long for him to occupy it, for he 


arrived much ſooner than 1 ex- 
pected. His preſence gave me 
e Wee. but I was 


7 much 
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much ſhocked at his altered ap- 
pearance ; he was pale and thin, 
and hrs whole perſon emaciated to 
ſuch a degree as to be ſcarce known: 
the conſequence of his debauch- 
eries. He appeared quite different 
to his former ſelf in every parti- 
eular; his gaiety had entirely for- 
faken him, and inſtead of his for- 
mer air of levity and thoughtleſſ- 
neſs, had contracted a gloomy, 

thoughtful countenance. I was 
very uneaſy at ſeeing him melan- 
choly, and imagining his ſtate of 
dependance ſat heavy on him, de- 
termined to remove that cauſe of 
dejection, and had a ſettlement of 
five hundred a year drawn up, 
which J preſented him with. He 
received it with ſurpriſe, and many 
2 everlaſting gratitudez 
. Hz, declared 
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declared how unworthy. he was of 
ſo many acts of kindneſs, and ſhed 
ſome hypocritical tears as a confir- 
mation of his contrition. I em- 
draced him with tenderneſs, over- 
joyed at this proof of his ſenſibi- 
lity:; deſired· him not to think of 
the obligation, as I- was amply re- 
paid by the change I perceived in 
his ſentiments. After this his me- 
lancholy ſomewhat abated, tho' he 
ſtill kept up a ſpecious appearance, 
and went ſeldom abroad, except 
on invitation with the family, or 
in company with the major, my 
wife's eldeſt brother, who at that 
time came to pay us a viſit, hav- 
ing obtained leave of abſence for 
three months. My brother and 
be ſoon” became extremely inti- 

mate; this gave me pleaſure, as he 

5 was 


* 
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was a perſon for whom I: felt a 
warm eſteem, and being a ſenſible, 
agreeable man, I hoped his com- 
pany and converſation would eraſe 
from my brother's mind the recol- 


lection of his former follies, which 


I thought ſtill hung heavy on him. 


My houſe was the conſtant . 


dezvous of perſons of the firſt qua- 
lity, whom we viſited in the ſame 
manners. As L. was not fond of go- 
ing abroad, except on particular 
occaſions, the major, or my brother 
were Mrs. Jeptfon's: eſcort to the 


places where ſhe viſited. Young 


Vainville was my conſtant compa- 
nion in their abſence. I often en- 
treated him to accompany them, 
but he conſtantly refuſed, al- 


are his diſlike to company, 


„ eſpe- 


* 


*. 
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eſpecially ſuch large parties as they 


were engaged in. I had been up- 
wards of two years married, during 
which time I enjoyed an uninter- 


rupted courſe of happineſs, I had 


every reaſon to be ſatisfied with my 
wife's conduct and affection for 


me; for, tho? ſhe had full com- 


mand of my fortune, and the 
means of procuring every ex pen- 
five folly, which is but too apt 


to hurry young minds into extra- 
vagance, and from the object that 


provided them, it never abated her 
defire of pleaſing, and paying me 


. n oe attention. 


White 1 was in full emed 
oßehis ſtate, of happineſs, Cranmer, 
my ſteward, expreſſed his ſurpriſe, 
that I yer viſ ted 8 Wood, 


part 
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part of the eſtate which came by 


my mother. He drew à picture 


of the ſpot, which excited my cu- 
noſity, and I reſolved to go down: 


and gratify it, without achvaint- | | 


ing any perſon with my intention, 
deſigning, if it was equal to 
deſcription Cranmer had given meg 
to prepare every thing for the fa - 


mily's reception, that the ſurpriſæ 


ſhould be more agreeable. I ac- 


Cranmer, who, on my arrival, leck 
me delighted thro” the demeſue. E 
enquired: why he did not iuform 


me before of my beidg «maſter of 


tuch an inchanting place. He re- 
plied, that it had never been much 
occupied by the owners; that my 
grandfather purchaſed. it, for its 
1 a pretty romantic ſpot; and, 
H 1 to 


eordingly ſet out, attended by 
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to render it more ſo, he gave orders 
for a number of trees to be plant- 


ed, intermixed with the others, 


and a houſe to be built. When 
this was done, continued Cranmer, 
he deſired my father, Who was 
then ſteward, to viſit it once a year, 
and make improvements as they 
were neceſſary. He was, going to 
England to viſit his wife's relati- 
ons, and defired him to inform him, 
from time to time, how. it im- 
proved,... My father. followed his 
inſtructions as nearly as. poſſible, 
and omitted nothing that could 
add to its beauty. He recived an- 
ſwers every year from your grand- 
father, who ſtill ſaid he would be 
oyer the following ſpring, and or- 
dered him not to make the place 


Ale Twelve years paſſed over, 


at 


1 .... n as 
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at the expiration” of which period 
he arrived, accompanied by his 
lady and ſon, a lad of fourteen. 


Soon after his arrival, he viſited 


this place, and was delighted with 
its improvements. After giving 
ſome neceſſary orders for the re- 


ception of his lady, he went to 
town, and returned with her in 


three weeks. She was in raptures 
at the firſt view, declared it was 


. enchantment, and vowed ſhe would 


paſs the remainder of her days 
there. Her huſband. laughed at 
her exclamations of pleaſure and 


ſurpriſe, and was much pleaſed that 


ſhe approved of it, for the buſineſs 
of his life was planning ſcenes to 


promote her happineſs. He had 


then no idea of her prophecy being 
fulfilled, and that what he deſigned 
n for 
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158 THE AECLUSE, 
for her amuſement ſhould be cauſe 
of her death. They brought down 


. ſeveral ſervants, with a defign to 


paſs the remainder of the ſeaſon 
there. Your grandfather having 


an unexpected call to town, re. 
queſted his lady to aceompany 


him ; but ſhe would not liſten to 


him, for her ſole pleaſure was in 
ranging about, being never eaſy in- 


doors. The garden had been laid 
out the year before, and was re- 
markably beautiful; there were 
ſome plants of which ſhe was par- 
ticularly careful; and would amuſe 
herſelf with pruning and watering 


them. She employed herſelf in 


this manner one day when the air 
was remarkably damp; and tho? 
her huſband remonſtrated on the 
* — ſhe only laughedat his 


fears, 


as PA D_—_ 1 A. ' -. mM - —, 
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fears,” and was deaf to his ſolici- 
tations, and continued in the gar- 
den a conſiderable time. The. next 
day ſhe ſpoke hoarſe, but would 
not on that any thing was the 
matter until towards evening, when 
ſhe complained of a fore throat? 
and ſpoke fo thick as to be ſcarcely* 
underſtood. Your-grandfather was! 
about to ſet oſt to toven for a phy- 
ſician, but ſhe ſtrenuouſly oppoſed: 
it, ſaid ſne was ſure of being well 
next day, and would on no nnen 
ſuffer him to leave her. She con- 
tinued very ill during the Nn 
and towards morning fell into 
ſtrong convulſions, which conti- 
nued ſeveral hours, and e : 

eee in the morning. 
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It would be impoſſible to de- 
Sho her huſband's diſtreſs: He 
raved, and wept, and execrated 
himſelf for bringing her there ; 
then ordering the carriage, he 
threw himſelf into it, and was 
drove to town in a ſtate little 
ſhort of diſtraction. He was met 
by his ſon on his entrance, who 
eagerly enquired for his mother. 
His father was unable to anſwer 
bim, but funk into a chair in an 
agony of grief. The young gen- 
tleman was ſtruck with {terror at 
his father's ſorrow, and unable to 
account for it; but be ſoon learned 
the fal cauſe from the ſervants, 
which threw him into the ſame 
ſtate . with his father. They in- 
dulged each aner in affliction ; as 
boththeir tears fell from the ſame 
ſource, 
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ſource, it Was ſome time before 
either was compoſed enough to 
comfort the other. The father 
firſt perceived that it was wrong to 
give way to the ſorrow that op- 
preſſed them; his fears for the 
health of his ſon, who was a de- 
licate youth, of great ſenſibility, 
rouſed him from the ſtupor of grief 
he was abſorbed in. As the young 
gentleman's ſpirits were much af- 
fected, he deſigned to travel. They 
accordingly took ſhipping for Eng- 
land, where he had left a daugh- 
ter, and intended to bribg her 
home on his return; but an Iriſh 
gentleman happening to ſee and 
fall in love with her, foon after his 
arrival, he conſented. to the match, 
as it ſuited e ent me s in- 
clinationsss. 468 
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He remained two years in Eng- 
land, and on his return, his ſon 


requeſted leave to pay a viſit to 


S— Wood, which being granted, 


he came down here. I was at that 


time a boy, and lived here with 


my father. The young gentleman | 


took much notice of me, and often 
made me the companion of his 
Walks. When he was here ſome 
time, he fetit to town for his 


books, which were immediately 


ſent him. Being naturally of a 
melancholy turn, the ſolitarineſs 


of this place agreed with his tem- 


per, but not ſo with his health, 


for it viſibly declined. When his. 


father got intimation of it, he came 
down for him; being mueh ſhock- 
ed at bis appearance, he hurried 


1 to town, where hav-. 


; | . ing 
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ing called on ſoveral phyſicians, 


they gave their, opinion, that he 


was in imminent danger. They 
adminiſtered every reſtorative, but 
to no effect; He had fallen into a 
rapid decline, which was beyond 
the power of medicine to cure. 
His father's grief on his death is 
not to be deſeribed; he would ad- 
mit of no conſolation, and in a 


ſhort time after his ſon, =_ his 


deb to nature. ö 


A at Lands 
His elites fell to your mother, 


who at that time refided in Ireland. 


My” father, continued Cranmen, 


died a ſhort time before our old 


maſter; I was continued in his 


employ. As I paſſed moſt of my 
time here from my infancy, all D 
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could ſpare from my other buſineſs 
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I ſpent here. As it every year im- 
proves in beauty, I thowght it 
ſtrange that you + never” viſited it, 


for I never had an idea of your be- 


ing unacquainted with it. Here 
he ended bis narration. I traverſed 
the gardens with delight, examined 
the houſe, and finding it in exact 
repair, took a ſurvey of the move- 
ables, and ſetting down every thing 
that ſhould be wanting, gave a lit 
of them to Cranmer, with orders 
to provide them immediately, and 
ſet off for tuwn. On my arrival, I 
perceived a gloom on young Vain- 
ville's countenance I knew not 
how to account for; I queſtioned 
him ſeveral times concerning it, 
dut received no ſatisfactory anſwer. 
I began to think his penſiveneſs 


might proceed from his not having 


any 


— 


=y 
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any certain proviſion made for 


him; and wiſhing to diſpel his un- 


eaſineſs on that head, I ſpoke to 
my wife concerning the manner 1 
ſhould provide for him. She ſaid 
her family were already under vaſt 
obligations to me: that for his 
part, he was a dull, plodding 
wretch, that would never make 
a gentleman, and the beſt thing 


F could do was, to get letters of 


recommendation for him, and ſend, 


bim to; the Weſt Indies. I was 


not a littl ſurpriſed at the lighting 
manner ſhe ſpoke of him, but took 
no notice of it. 


Two days previous to that on 
which 1 deſigned to carry them to 
8— Wood; as I fat | in a back 
parlour, I obſerved young Vain: 

ville 
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ville walking backwards and for- 
wards in the garden, ſeemingly 
much diſturbed. As he was near 
the window, I tapped at the glaſs, 
and beckoned him to come in. 
He advanced, but flowly. Ob- 
ſerving his tardineſs, I advanced to 
meet him, and taking his hand as 


he entered, ſaid—Lewis, I inſiſt 


on being made acquainted with the 
cauſe of your uneafineſs. I have 
lately obſerved ſomething unuſually 


heavy on your ſpirits. If it be in 


my power, or that of my fortune 
to remove it, ſpeak freely, and be 
aſſured that nothing ſhall be omit- 
ted, that will contribute to diſpel 
your uneaſineſs. He made no an- 
ſwer, but turning from me, burſt 
into tears — Vou amaze me, cried 
a ſtill holding him; from what 


ſource 
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ſource do your tears flow? Speak, 
and remove the anxiety J feel to 
be made acquainted with the cauſe ; 
ſurely it is not of ſuch a nature as 
to admit of no conſolation. —Spare 
me, I beſeech vou, anſwered he, 
in a broken voice, nor aſk me to 
impart what muſt render your fu- 
ture life miſerable: it would be an 
ill requital for the innumerable fa- 
vours I have already received from 
your” hand; too ſoon will you 
know it, without my being the 
deteſted informer.— 1 cannot be 
more alarmed than your diſcourſe 
has made me, anſwered 1; keep 
me then no longer in ſuſpenſe; if 
I muſt-be wretched, my miſery is 
already begun, by the preſentiment 
you have raiſed. The coneern that 
is viſible in your countenance, aſ⸗ 
ſures 
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ſures me, that you have no ſhare 
in deſtroying of my peace. Fear 
not any diminution of my. friend- 
ſhip, or eſteem, but candidly diſ- 
cloſe this dreadful ſecret; I am 
prepared for the worſt.—Dreadful, 
indeed, for me to tell ! he replied; 
but 1 can be no longer filent. 
Your. generoſity has overwhelmed 
me with ſhame, from-a conſtioul. 
neſs of the unworthinefs of the ob- 
jects who are partakers of it. Your 
ungrateful wife 15—, Here he 
ſtopt, as if unable to proceed, — 
My wife! 1 -exclaimed, almoſt 
breathlefs ; what is it you would 
infinuate That ˖ ſhe is unworthy 
of the name, he replied ; ſhe is the 
vileſt of women Lewis, an- 
ſwered I, calmly, I love your ſiſter; 
ſhe is inexpreſibly dear to me: 

be 
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be careful therefore how you ad- 
yance any thing to her diſadvan- 
tage; for my fwifteſt vengeance 
ſhall purſue whoever wrongs her 
by vnjuſt ſuſpicions.— Ah! would 
to heaven it was confined to ſuſ- 
picions'! I have long had ſtrong 
proofs of her guilt and your diſ- 
honour ; ſhame kept me filent— 
ſhame. for the baſeneſs and ingra- 
titude of the: moſt worthleſs of her 
ſex! I had taken a reſolution to 
quit your houſe, and leave it to 
time, or chance to undeceive you. 
More he might have ſaid, but 1 
heard it not. Whilſt he ſpoke, a 
cold dew. overſpread 'my face, my 
head grew light, and I fell ſenſeleſs 
on the ground. He recovered me, 
by rubbing my temples, and hav- 
ing led me to a chair, hung over 


. me, 
” * 
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me, the anguiſh of his heart paint. 
ed in his -countenance. When I 
had gained ſtrength to ſpeak, I de- 
ſired to know. to whom elſe i] was 
indebted for my diſhonour. -I feat 
Jhave gone too fary by the effect 
it has had on you, -faid. he, —Oh ! 
ſpeak I copjure you, cried I; ſuſ- 
penſe is worſe than vertainty. Tell 
me the villain's name, who has de- 
ſtroyed my peact for ever —1 
ought not to be more tender of him 
than of my fiſter, he replied; yet 
1 feel a ſtronger repugnance to 
' naming your brother; he is the 
uſurper who has ſeduced your 
wife's affections, and rendered her 
the moſt perfidious of her ſex.— 
My brother! I exclaimed—my 
brother the defiler- of my bed! 
n. God! do you permit 

ſuch 
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ſuch to live, and perſiſt in ĩniquity :? 


Oh! where is thy juſtice? I burſt | 


into tears, and continued to rave 
and accuſe my Maker. Vainville, 
tho? almoſt ſuffocated in tears, en- 
deavoured to calm me. He repre ; 
ſented how unavailing and unmanly 


complaints were, when I ſhould 


think of ſome method of detecting 
and puniſhing the murderer of my 
peace. This rouſed me To the 
fartheſt verge of the earth ſhall my 
vengeance purſue them, aid I, 
ſtarting up, and going towards the 
door. Vainville laid hold of my 
arm And in what manner do vou 
propoſe to take it ? ſaid he; my 


ſiſter s crocodile tears and proteſta- 


tions of innocence, will work on 
your gentle nature, and you'll 


think it impolſſible ſhe can be 


guilty ; 
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guilty; whilſt your diſſembling 


brother, with ſubtle arguments, 
will reaſon you out of your ſuſpi- 
cions. Depend not on my words; 


have occular proofs of their guilt, 


before you give reſentment ſcope, 
and deliberately take meaſures for 
puniſhing them. Diſtrated as my 
mind was, I could ſee he was in 


the right; I fat down, and pro- 


miſed to be wholly guided by him. 
Whenul grew compoſed, we both 


joined the company in the draw- 


rother was leaning 


ing oom; my 


on the back of my v ife's Chair. as 


FVentered. My - preſence; did not 
d iſconcert him, for he continued 


there a conſiderable time. I ob- 
Cas them. narrowly, and remark- 


ed many whiſpers and ſignificant 


CO 0 e them ſecu- 
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tity rendered them imprudent, for 


a perſon with a ſmall ſhare of diſ- 
cernment might have diſcovered 
their myſtery, My brain fired, 
and leſt I ſhould not be able to go- 
vern my temper, I abruptly quitted 
the room. Young Vainville fol- 
lowed me into the garden.— I per- 


ceived the agitation of your mind, 


ſaid he, and was afraid you would be 
obſerved by your wife and brother, 
which, by putting them on their 
guard, would deprive you of the 
means of detecting them. They 
are at preſent perfectly ſecure, that 


their intrigue is a ſecret to all but 


the major. As you are to carry 
them to S Wood the day after 
to-morrow, you cannot chuſe a 
more proper time for confound- 
ing them; plead ſome indiſpenf- 

'VOL, II. I ible 
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ible buſineſs, that will delay and 
take you out of town for ſome 
days ; I will ſecret you in my a- 
partment, which is next but one to 
my fiſter's ; and then you will be 
convinced whether my ſuſpicions 
be juſtly founded or not. This 
feemed a moſt cligible plan, and 1 


immediately agreed to it. 


The next morning T told my 


wife, that it would be impoſſible for 


me to bring her to S Wood at 
the time appointed: that an un- 


foreſeen event would detain me a 


Few days. longer. She affected to be 
diſappointed, and ſaid ſhe was im- 
patient to be there. I made pre- 
parations, as if for a journey, and 
took a ſervant with me, whom I 
ſent with directions to Cranmer. 

J rode 
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I rode but a fon wilds! when I re- 
turned, and met Lewis at a tavern 
we had appointed to meet. We 
dined together. He gave me a full 
account of the cauſe of his ſuſpi- 
cions: they were too clear to ad- 
mit a doubt of their guilt. I longed 
for, yet dreaded, the fatal moment 
that was to confirm it. 


When night came on, we pro- 

ceeded home. Lewis was let in by 
a ſervant ; I waited a quarter of an 

hour before he had an opportu- 

- nity of coming to the door. When 
I got up to his apartment, he told 
me there was no company : that 
the major and my wife were at 
cards; as ſupper had been ordered, 
he ſuppoſed they intended to re- 
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down without ſpeaking, and leaned 


af 
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tire ſoon: he then left me and 
went down ſtairs. 

The anguiſh of my mind, when 
1 was left alone, cannot be de- 
ſcribed. My brother's former con- 
duct preſented itſelf to my view; 
I felt myſelf a dupe to his artifice; 
but my wife's perfidy was the ſtab 


that wounded my. ſoul. I had 
raiſed her family almoſt from beg- 
gary, and placed her in a ſituation 


far beyond her moſt ſanguine ex- 
expectations; every indulgence that 
a tender huſband could beſtow, was 


laviſhed on her, and to be thus re- 


warded was ſufficient to drive rea- 
ſon from her throne ; 1 wept like 
a child; Vainville found me in this 
ſtate when he entered; he ſat 


his 


* 


THz RECLUS?. 177 


his head on a table. A few mi- 
nutes after I heard my wife enter 
her apartment. Her maid and ſhe 
continued talking ſome time ; ſhe 
at length diſmiſſed her. Silence 
now reigned. for the ſpace of ten 
minutes; I was going to ſay Yome- 
thing to Lewis, when I heard two 
people aſcend. the ſtaircaſe; they 
were ſpeaking. to each other all the 
way up, but ſo ſoftly I could not 
diſtinguiſh what they ſaid. As 
they paſſed by the room where F 
ſat, one of them, who, by his 
voice, I knew 'to. be the major, 
wiſhed his companion good night;- 
and went on; the other perſon en- 
tered my wite's apartment. My 
feelings can only be imagined by 
a perſon who has been in a ſimilat 
tuation. My firſt thought, in 
B 1 ſpite 


* 
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ſpite of the calmneſs I had en. 
deavoured to aſſume, was, to piſtol 
them both; but my nature in- 
ſtantly recoiled at the idea of em- 
bruing my hands in their blood. 
J took up a candle, and beckoning 
to Lewis to follow me, proceeded 
to my wife's apartment. I opened 
the door, and the firſt object that 
ſtruck my fight on my entrance 
was my brother, fitting by the fide 
of the bed undrefling. He ſtarted 
up inſtantly on ſeeing me, and fly- 
ing over to the other fide of the 
room, ſeized a pair of piſtols, which 


I always kept there loaded, and 


turning to Lewis, who followed 
him cloſe in order to prevent his 
deſign, diſcharged one of them in 
his face: he inſtantly. fell My 
brother then made towards the 
=; door, 
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door, and paſſing me, diſcharged: 
the other piſtol, and flew- down: 
ſtairs. 1 made no attempt to ſtop- 
him; indeed J was utterly. incapa- 
ble of it, my foul being petrified: 
with horror at the ſcene before me. 
I ſtood motionleſs over the body of 


Lewis, until the family, who-were” —_— 


rouſed by the noiſe of the piſtols; 
entered the apartment, The mas 
jor was foremoſt, horror painted or» 
his ghaſtly countenance. —Behold, 
ſaid I, pointing, to- his brother, 
what the hand of thy murdering. 
confederate has done May per- 
dition ſeize the ſtripling,. he repli-- 
ed ;: he has met tlie fate he me- 
rited ; and may all traĩtorous, med- 
dling puppies get the ſame !' Then: 
walking over to his ſiſter, and tak. 
her hand, deſired an explanation of 
ph 14 what 
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what he ſaw.— I can give none, 
ſhe-replied, but ſuppoſe Mr. Jept- 
wo and Lewis had a difpute, which 
a they eame hither to ſettle ; for 
„ Fthortly after J went to bed, they 
both entered, and each taking a 
In piſtol, fired at the other. I was 
ſo amazed at the undaunted aſſur- 
ance of my infamous wife, that 
1 ſtood motionleſs, and unable to 
utter a ſyllable. The major, turn- 
ing to the ſervants, defired them 


3 ſtirred to obey his orders, he aſked, 
a #4 s 1n'a ſharp tone, what they were 
a about; did they mean to let a 
; — 8 28 murderer eſcape ?—I fear he has eſ- 

ed, anſwered one of them, for 
+ „ I met him on the ſtairs as I came 
. up; and you ſee, continued he, 
advancing to the bed · ſide, and tak- 


to ſecure me. Seeing that none 


ing 
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ing up my brother's coat and ſhoes; 
he has left part of his dreſs behind 
I have long known how'my-maſter 
has been abuſed, but the lope: 1 
bore to that dear murdered youth 
prevented me from revealing it; ; 
fearing, as his whole dependance 
was on my maſter, he would with- 
draw his protection from him, it 
being natural to ſuppoſe he would 
caſt off every individual of a fa- 
mily from whom he had received. 
ſuch wrongs. e 


ne} of the ſervants now leſt 
Boy room to go in ſearch of ny 
brother; I grew faint with loſs of 
blood, for J had received a wound 

in my ſhoulder, and, in attempting 
to walk over to a chair, fell on the 


ground, When 1 recovered from 
F 


* 
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the fit, I found myſelf laid in bed, 
and a ſurgeon preparing to dreſs 
my wound. The operation being 
finiſhed, I called to William, the 
_ ſervant before-mentioned, and de- 
manded of him how things were 
ſituated. He informed me, that 
as ſoon as Mrs. Jeptſon ſaw me 
fall, ſhe ſtarted out of bed, and 
hurrying on her clothes as faſt 
as poſſible, quitted the houſe, 
no one attempting to ſtop her: 
that the major, after charging the 
ſervants not to mention the man- 
ner I received my wound, ſent for 
a ſurgeon, as he was apprehenfive 
it was dangerous, and that he and 
the ſurgeon were then converſing 
in the next room : that he had or. 

ders not to anſwer any queſtions I 


2 Wald aſk bie, on pretcnes tha 


ſpeaking 


THE NECLUSE 783 7 


— 1 bg $1 | 


ſpeaking would prejudicemy health. 


I promiſed him, continued Wil-- 
liam, left he ſhould place ſome: 
other perſon about you, that would 


have you leſs at heart. and keep 
you ignorant of. what was going 


forward; I heard the ſurgeon tell: 


him your wound was not dange- 
rous, and you might venture * 
in a day or two. EP 


When 1 heard: this, I. deter-. 
mined to riſe, as I judged if I ſtaid 


in bed, there would be more ſcenes 
of treachery. plaid-upon me. I ac- 


cordingly defired William to dreſs 
me, and had ſcarcely finiſhed, when 
the major entered the room. His 
ſurpriſe, on ſeeing me walk about 
the room, was viſible ; he ſtood ſi - 
dent a few — and obſerving 
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I took no notice of him, exclaimed 


What raſhneſs is this! have 
-you no fears for your health ?— 
Ves, anſwered I, fears for my 
health and ſafety induced me to 
riſe, to prevent, if poſſible, the fur- 
ther progreſs of villainy. I deſire 
that you, fir, will take yourſelf in- 
ſtantly out of my houſe ; accurſed 
be the hour you- firſt entered it! 
go to your colleagues in iniquity ; 
inform them, that I ſtill hve to re- 
venge the injuries I have received; 
and to the lateſt hour I draw breath 
will I- purſue with vengeance the 


murderers of my beloved Vainville. 
I turned to William, and deſired 
him to ſee the villain out of the 
Houſe. He made no anſwer, but 


immediately departed. - I gave or- 
ders that he ſhould never again be 
5 admitted, 
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admitted, and diſmiſſing William, 
traverſed the room in an agony of 
mind not to be deſcribed. My 
mind was a perfect chaos; for my 
imagination was ſo bewildered, I 
could not properly ſay it dwelt on 
wy ana 


Patios at length, obliged me 
to think of reſt. I flung myſelf 
on the bed and fell aſleep. I had 
not been long down when I' was 
awaked by William, who told me 
the ſurgeon waited. He was 
much ſurpriſed at finding me ſleep- 
ing in my clothes, and was appre- 
henſive of the worſt conſequence, 
1 was again ſtripped and put to 
bed: my arm grew painful, which, 
joined to the agitation my mind 
underwent, threw me into a fever, 
ba: undder 
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under which 1 languiſhed three 
weeks, being moſt of the time 
delirious. At the end of that 
period I began to give hopes of 
amendment; yet, I recovered but 
flowly. As the pain of my body 
decreaſed, - thoſe of my mind aug- 
mented. Cruel recollection ob- 
truded in ſpite of my efforts againſt 
it, and rendered me miſerable, 
When I reflected on my paſt life 
I deſpiſed myſelf for ſimplicity. 
All thoſe to whom I had ſhewn 
any particular kindneſs, rewarded 
me with the blackeſt ingratitude, 


* one alone excepted, who had paid 


his life a forfeit for his integrity. 


What buſineſs have I then in a 
world, I exclaimed, where a bro- 
ther, for whom 1 riſked my life, 

J and 
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and exerted every fraternal effort 
to preſerve from beggary and 
ſhame; and a wife, who enjoyed 
every blefling by my means, and 
on whom my ſoul doated, deceiv- 
ed me: I will retire from this 
ſcene, where I bave experienced 
ſuch accumulated woes, and bid an 
eternal adieu to a world that me? 
rits my utmoſt hatred and con- 
tempt. 


Having formed this deſign, my 
mind became ſomewhat more com- 
poſed, and I ventured to enquire 
of William what he knew of my 
infamous wife? He ſaid he was 
informed that my brother and ſhe. 
had fled to Portugal. I was glad to 
hear they were at a diſtance from 
me; the time I had for reflection 
had 


— 
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had calmed my ſpirits, and di- 
verted me of the deſire I had to 
be revenged. I now only felt pity 
for their perſeverance in guilt. 


When I was ſufficiently reco- 
vered to take a journey, William, 
who knew of my intention to ex- 
clude myſelf intirely from the 
world, requeſted to accompany me, 
and he being a long, tried, faithful 
ſervant, I agreed with pleaſure to 


wo + 


When got oy I ſent Cran- 
mer to town to ſell the houſe, 
moveables, &c. and diſcharge the 
ſeryants. About four years ago 1 
received a letter by means of Cran- 
mer, which gave an account of 
my unfortunate wife, there was 
Wu one 
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incloſed in it from herſelf, 
which awakened all my woes. Tt 
had been written ſome time after 
ſhe had entered a convent. She 
| bewailed her misfortunes aud guilt 
moſt pathetically. Intreated my 
forgiveneſs in the” moſt moving 
terms for the wrong ſhe had done 
me; declared from the fatal night 
on which 1 had diſcovered her guilt, 
her life had been one ſcenè of ac- 
cumulated miſery. She accuſed 


the major as the firft inſtigator of 


her crimes: but as ſhe had entered 
a place where, ſhe hoped, by re- 
pentance, to regain that peace ſhe 
had forfeited by her guilty conduct, 
he had her pardon, to which ſhe 
entreated I would add mine, as he 


was no longer of this world, _ 


3 in a duel ſome time before. 
a ; Much 


an uninterrupted ſcene of repoſe. 
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Much as: I: felt on reading this 
letter, it was ſome degree of con- 


folation to Know ſhe bad repented 


of her crimes I ſhed' tears over 
it.. Her moving expreſſions of 
contrition and prayers for my for- 
giveneſs, melted me into tenderneſs, 
and ſubdued my reſentment. It was 
ſome time before 1 recovered my 
former compoſure.—At length my 
mind became more calin chan it 
had been hitherto. I looked for- 
ward with. delight to that period, 
when I ſhould receive the reward 
of my long ſufferings, It is now 
two years fince I have enjoyed 


The ſpot. I have choſen;. has, in 
ſome degree,. contributed to the 


reſtoration of my peace, and gives 


me an idea of the future ſtate of 
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bliſs, No perſon bas as yet ex- 
plored the receſſes of this laby- 
rnth——Should fate direct hither 
any ſtranger whom misfortune. has 
been brief with, here let him fix 
his reſidence. Remote from the 
noiſe of a. buſtling world, he will 
have liberty to contemplate on the 
intricate mazes of providence,. 
which having led him thro” toils, 
danger, and difficuſtics, at length 
conducted him to a peaceful re- 
treat. 


After having reflected ſome time 


on what I had been reading, I 
zrofe and ſought Mr. Jeptſon. He 
ſaw me enter the garden, and ap- 
proached me. My countenance 
betrayed my inward ſenſation. 1 
beheld him with reverence and pi- 

| ty. 
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ty. He took my hand, —!I perceive 
my friend, ſaid he, your intention 
Dou would ſpeak comfort, your 
countenance bears every mark of 
the tendereſt ſenſibility; but I 
Will hear nothing. I wiſh not to 

revive a ſubject that ſhould be bu. 
tried in oblivion. I bowed. As 
the day was pretty far advanced, I 
told him I maſt think of return< 
mg, but that I would ſhortly come 
and take up my reſidence entirely 
with him. After aſſuring me-that 
nothing could give him greater 
MI we yes 


Cranmer led me thro? the ſame 
path we had traverſed the day be- 
fore. I told him I would throw a 
Note over the ha-ha the day before 
: 1 * to come, with directions 

| Where 
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where to meet me in town. When 

arrived at the caſtle; they aſked 

me many queſtions concerning the , 

gentleman I had been viſiting ; but 

receiving "vague anſwers to their bo 

queſtions, they deſiſted. How ill 

did their noiſy mirth ſound after 

the tranquil ſcene I had quitted,: 

tho“ I could never truly ſay their 

converfation was agreeable to me, 

yet, they appeared quite dif- 

ferent. beings to what I now conſi- 

dered them: their converſe became 

hateful to me, and J reſolved to 

quit a place which afforded me no 

ſatis faction; and take up my abode 

in Jeptſon's peaceful retreat, where 

I ſhould not be ſtunned with noiſe, 

or perſecuted with ill- timed wit; 

for they uſed to rally me moſt un- a 

mercifully on my gravity, and re- | 
| N fuſing 
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fuſing to make one at their baccha. 
nalian revels. I accordingly told 
Liſſurges that I deſigned to travel, 
and muſt leave him immediately, 
as I had appointed to meet a gen- 
tleman in town that was to accom- 
pany me. He ſeemed ſorry to 
part with me, and uſed many in- 
treaties to prevail on me to ſtay 
ſome time longer. 1 returned him 
my warmeſt thanks for his civility, 
but aſſured him it was impoſſible; 
and having thrown the promiſed 
note over the ha-ha, I ſet off for 
town next morning, and arrived 
about one o'clock. I diſcharged my 
ſervant, and waited Cranmer's com- 
ing. It was late when he arrived; 
and having ſome buſineſs to tranſact, 
we delayed our journey until next 


We 
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We met Mr. Jeptſon at the en- 
trance of the wood, waiting our 
coming with impatience. Wel- 
come, my friends, ſaid he, as he 
advanced, with. open arms to re- 
ceive me, your preſence brings a 
joy to my heart, which I once 
thought it would be incapable of 
receiving. I returned this kind 
greeting in the warmeſt terms, and 
entered an arbor, where I hoped 
to enjoy my hours calm and un- 
diſturbed. Nor was J miftaken : 
the-converſation of this rational and 
tender friend obliterated .many 


painful and di ſagreeable ideas has 
any mind. | 


walking, or converſing on the vi- 
ciflitndes of our paſt lives. He 
| had 
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had no clearer conception than 1 
of Lady Gertrude's behaviour, her 
5 conduct was puzzling to the 
8 greateſt degree, and intirely paſt 
dur comprehenſions. | 


5 When the winter approached, 
1 he requeſted I would go to town 
| and partake of ſome of the amuſe- 
ments it afforded, This I. objected 
to, and aſſured him with truth, 
that no amuſement would compen- 
ſate for the loſs of his ſociety. I 
paſſed eight years in this retire- 
ment without once regretting the 
change I had made. I had much 
reaſon to rejoice, as it gave me an 
opportunity of paying that duty 
and attention to my Maker which 
is ſo much neglected in the great 
1 world, where every little object, 
1 4 Ep be 
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be it ever ſo inſignificant, alloys 
the mind, and weans it from 


the contemplation of the e 
tent. 


5 ; . a | | 13 
About this time Mr. Jeptſon 
began to decline in health. I per. 

ceived the alteration with heart. 


felt anxiety. This worthy man 
7 merited the tendereſt affection and 


attention from me, and I paid it 


him with unremitting aſſiduity. 


Cranmer went to town every 
week, to an eminent phyſician, 
with an account of his complaint, 
and brought down medicines which 
were adminiſtered to him with the 
utmoſt care. He had intervals of 
eaſe for the firſt two years, but 
the latter part of his life was an 

VOL, II. K uniform 
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uniform ſcene. of pain and infir- 
Wn mity, which he bore with true 
chriſtian fortitude. He at length 
Pp became ſo weak as not to admit of 
„the ſlighteſt movement of his bo- 
> * dy, and lingered three weeks in 
8 this truly miſerable and affecting 
* ſituation. On the morning of 
the day he died, he called for 
1 me with more ſtrength than 
1 thought him capable of. I was 
ſitting in a diſtant part of the 
5 room, and immediately got up and 
SME ſtood By his; bed-ſfide. He ſtretch- 
5 ed out his feeble hand, and graſped 
mine, which I held over to him. 
= He continued to look at me a con- 
-** ſiderable time without ſpeaking : 
*. he at length broke ſilence —With 
mzyy laſt breath, my dear and va- 
lued friend; faid he, permit me to 
thank 
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thank you for your unremitting 
care and attention to me. Your 
kindneſs has ſoftened the laſt 
ſtage of my life, and awakened 
the gratitude that was due to my 
Creator for the bleſſings I enjoyed 


in your ſociety. I knew it would 4 $ = 


be needleſs to intreat you to leave 


me whilſt life animated my frame, - * 


and therefore forbore to urge what, 
tho” it pained you, you would re- 
fuſe, The thread is juſt broken 
which tied you to this ſpot. 1 
requeſt when I am no more, that 
you will leave it for ſome time, 
try how the converſe of the world 
will agree with you, after being 
ſo long ſeparated from it. I would 
farther adviſe you to viſit England! 
Tam too well acquainted with the 
ſteadineſs of your nature not to 


£19.) K 2 know 
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know that the image of your Ger- 
trude is ſtill dear to you. Make 
one attempt more to ſee her.—— 


* From the account you have given 


me of her manners and temper, I 
© imagine ſome ill-minded perſon, 
an enemy to both, has wrought 
this miſunderſtanding between you. 
I would have acquainted you with 
this ſuppoſition before, but I feared 
to make a confli in your mind 
*twixt love and friendſhip ; for Iam 
ſenfible however ſtrongly the for- 
mer would impel you to go, the 
; latter would prevent you. I have 
now nothing to add, but my pray- 
ers to the Supreme Power, to grant 
you that r you ſo truly 
"deſerve." 


Here 


Here my valued friend ended; 
after undergoing many ſtruggles 


whilſt he was ſpeaking. It is 


needleſs to repeat the agitation his 
diſcourſe threw me into, to find 
myſelf next to heaven, in his: 
thoughts, at the very moment I 


was going to loſe him for ever, 


was too much for me to ſuſtain. 
I-quitted him abruptly, to give free 
vent to my tears, which I could 
not reſtrain. When I became more 
compoſed, I again came to him; 
his countenance had aſſumed an air 
of heavenly ſerenity. Looking up 
in my face, he exclaimed in a weak 
voice — “ Farewel, my beloved 
Haſtings; heaven has been pecu- 


harly kind to me in granting me 


ſuch a friend. I ſaw your ſtrug- 
gles to hide your concern.—I do 
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4 now _ 
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nom wiſh you ſhould forget me; 
but do not murmur againſt the will 
of the Almighty. Think I go to 
enjoy perfect happineſs in his pre- 
ſence, and let that thought recon- 
cile you to the parting.— We ſhall 
meet again, never to be divided.“ 
1 I endeavoured, whilſt he was ſpeak- 
Ang, to appear compoſed, Ves, 
bo ſaid I, we ſhall meet again; and 
I hope ſhortly. 1 leaned over him, 
and-took his hand—he endeavoured 
to preſs mine, but the preſſure was 
weak: his faculties were ſinking— 
he attempted to ſpeak, but the 
power was denied him—it was paſt 
en holed his eyes for ever. 


— 
© = 

* 
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When 1 was ſenſible = no > lg 


er N 1 0 loud 3 in my ex- 
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clamations of grief, and flu ng my⸗ „ 
ſelf on his lifeleſs body in an ago- of 
ny not to be deſcribed? I had loſt 

my companion, my- friend—Oh !: 

I exclaimed | why am I doomed to 
continue in this now hateful world. 
Ah, make interceſſion with that 


friend thou haſt e'er now joined. 14 | 
that I may ſpeedily be a i 
to follow thee !' _ 

1, an : FLA T 

1 f | = 
Tn this manner I paſſed the moſt: 1 


part of the day. William ſtaid * 
with his hands claſped over the 7 
body of  his-maſter, and never of. 
fered to diſturb me. Cran mer, 
who had gone to town early that 
morning, on his return found * 
things as I have deſcribed. He 
ſtood for ſome time without hen "if 5 
ng ; then raiſing me, Who was A 
. K 4+ 4 Sen 8 1 
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grown inſenſible by leaning over 
the dead body of my friend, he 
5 led me into another room. — Alas 
TA fir, faid he, how unavailing is this 
= affliction! the will of heaven is 
-, fulfilled; ſubmit with patience to 
* F = the decree, and murmur not. 
Pour friend is in the abode of the 
"bleſſed ; let that conſideration help 
to make you bear his loſs with re- 
fignation. 


Phe tears ran plentifully down 
his cheeks as he ſpoke ; he endea- 
voured to wipe them off unperceiv- 
ed. Shall this man outdo me 
in firmneſs, thought I; he is no 
2 &; leſs afflicted, and yet he endea- 
voured to conquer his feelings. 
1 aroſe and took his hand. —Cran- 
mer, we have loſt our friend, part- 
| 2 Set „ ners 
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ners in ſorrow; let us be to each - 9 
other what he was to both. 4 oi 
here make you an offer of my 
friendſhip, and look upon me here. 1 
after as one that ſhall concern 1 f 9 9 
himſelf in whatever good or itt 2 =» 
ſhall befal you.—l ſhould ill profit = 
by the example my honoured and 9 
never to be forgotten maſter ſet 
me, anſwered he, if I did notac- * 
cept with joy the offer you make 3 
me. Your friendſhip' was the 
chiefeſt good he boaſted; how blind 
muſt I be not to receive pleaſure 
from the fame ſource ? Behold iꝝã 
me a willing ſervant, ready to at- 
tend your footſteps to the verge 
of the earth. In ſaying this, he 1 
raiſed my hand to his lips and. re- 
tired. 133 | 
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Weiß I was left to myſelf, a 
violent flood of tears fell from my 
"re eyes, which in ſome degree light- 
= . enced the impreſſion I felt on my 

= fpirits. Cranmer returned in half 
= an hour, and with much intreaty 
8 4 prevailed on me to go to bed—the 
=”  - fatigue of body and mind I had 
undergone for ſeveral days before, 
operated fo as to throw me into a 
profound fleep, from which .I did 
not awake until next morning. 
When I aroſe I proceeded to the 
room which contained the remains 
of my friend. Cranmer was ſtand- 
3 * ing by the corpſe. — Come, ſaid 
be, as I entered, take a laſt fare- 
- - wel ere you part for ever. Re- 
4 member how he bore the heavieſt 
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you to bear his loſs with firm _ 
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The next day we committed his 
body to the earth, and ſhed a de- 
luge of tears over it they were 
the tears of gratitude, and arte; 
not his aſhes. _ 

In a few days I opened his nie 1 
in the preſence of my two friends. 3 
He had bequeathed to each of them 
five hundred pounds; and made mem 
ſole heir to upwards of ſeventy. * * 
thouſand pounds, beſides8— 
Wood. The next: day I called 
William into the library, and tak- at | 
10g notes to the amount of one | Eo” 
thouſand pounds, put them into 
his hand. He received them witn 
a diſordered countenance, and wit- 

, „e 
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out ſpeaking. I was at a loſs how 
to account for his behaviour, and 
aſked him why he ſeemed fo diſ- 
ſatisfied. If you do not think that 
ſufficient, ſaid I, ſpeak freely, 111 
do any thing in my power to pive 
you ſatisfaftion.—Ah ! ſpare me, 
fir, I beſeech you, ſaid he, catch- 
ing hold of my arm as I advanced 
towards the bureau, do not think 
me ſo avaricious : I want not rich- 
es. The embarraſſment you perceive 

in my countenance, proceeded from 
a dread I entertained of your diſmiſ- 
fing me. As nothing would be a 
compenſation for being deprived of 
the happineſs of ſerving you, I 
intreat you to take back theſe notes, 
which have already rendered me 
wretched, by making me no longes 
your dependent, 


The 
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The worthy fellow's 8 "If ? 
affected me; I ſhook him .heartily © "I, 
by the hand, and aſſured him no- 3 
thing was farther from my inten- © «al 
tion than parting with him: his 
long attachment to my departed 
friend was a thoro* conviction of 
his integrity; but twas fit he 
ſhould be left to his own choice, 
by making him independent. I E 
ſhall not go about to deſcribe tze 

poor fellow's joy and gratitude n 
this aſſurance; ſuffice it to ſay, g:ae 
Was ann content. 5 


2 * 

4 now . to inn my 
friend's directions; and according- * 
ly ſet forward for town, attended 
by William. On the ſecond day, 
of my travels, as I ſet up at an iun 
where I deſigned to paſs the night, 

a gentle a 


9 * * R 
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2 gentleman, attended by one ſer- 
=,  *vant, rode into the yard; he gave 
ſiome directions to his ſervant, and 
then accoſted me politely; requeſt- 
ed as we were fellow-travellers, 
we might paſs the evening toge- 
ther. I acquieſed, and before the 
evening was over, was happy that 
1 did fo, he being an intelligent 
9 and agreeable man. The next day 
we ſet forward together. During 
the courſe of the day, he told me 
he had been on a viſit to an uncle 
1 to whom he was heir; that he had 
* been married near two years to 
8 the moſt amiable of ber ſex, and 

the greateſt heireſs in France; but 
- I being a younger brother, (conti- 
nued he) and not in cucumſtances 
to demand her of her guardian, (who 
9 her vacke) we agreed to 


marry 


Es 
- 
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marry privately, and live concealed  _- 
until my uncle's. death affords me 1 
an opportunity of declaring it, aud "= 
convincing the world I had no 
mercenary motive in marrying the 
idol of my ſoul. We conducted , 
matters ſo ſecretly, that, tho' there- 
are no two families in France more 
univerſally known, yet there is 
not the {lighteſt ſurmiſe of our de. 3 
ing in N sf 


| He 0 I would 2 7 bis 
with my company for a few days xg — 
at his villa, which was but a few 

miles from Paris,” as ſoon as 11 
conveniently could after my arrival. : 4 
When we eame co the hotel 1 
wrote a letter to the Marquis de 
Revelles, to acquaint him witnga 
my arrival. It lay on a table fome ©  - © 


+ 
* 
. F 


2 ruf RECLUSE | 
time before William had an op- 
portunity of ſending it. As Mr. de 
St. Prue glanced his eyes over the 
direction, I obferved he changed 
colour.. I immediately aſked him 
if he had any acquaintance with 
the marquis.—I will hide nothing 
from yon, ſaid he; the marquis is 
my wife's uncle. I know I run no 
riſk in making you my confidant, 
as I have the ſtrongeſt reliance on 
. your honour and ſecreſy. I thank- 
ed him, and faid, he might rely 
on both; and if he thought my 
interceſſion would have any weight 
towards a reconciliation, he might 
command my utmoſt influence. 
Nie was warm in his expreſſions of 
* * gratitude for my obliging offer, 
„as he termed it, but forbore reap- 
EA. ing 25 advantage for the reaſons 
a Dr: | defore 
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before mentioned However, ad- 3 if 
ded he, I fhalk be impatient ilk : -1 5 : 
I ſee you, that my Harriot may 2 4 bh 
have an opportunity of N ** 4 
thanks in perſon for the favor 7 
deſigned her. At his repeated in · 
treaties I promiſed to go to bs 
villa next day. He then departed,” 
and I diſpatched. the note to the 
marquis. 


The firſt object that particularly 
attracted me on my entrance was 
Julia. My whole frame was af. 
fected in an unuſual manner. For 
ſome time my attention was taken 4 #4 4 
up in paying my compliments t rd 4 
the marquis and his lady, they * A "#3 7 
introduced me to their fon and = 5 
daughter, and Miſs Neville; ſhe 
Uampbled vhen I ſaluted her; nor, 


_ . O's ? a FA | 4 
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5 was I muchileſs confuſed. Good 
_  - God! thought I, what can occa- 
ſion theſe emotions? The excla- 
bo Y mations of the family on our ex- 
5 2 treme likeneſs to each other, raiſed 
| BY hopes in my mind which. I never 
entettained before. I examined 
1 . with the ſtricteſt attention, 
dd thought ſome of her features, 
particularly her eyes, bore a reſem- 
bdlance to my dear Gertrude's.—It 
is impoſſible to deſcribe the emoti- 
ens this thought gave riſe to. Her 
agitation was quite viſible, and 
ſtrengthened the hopes I began to 
Is. 5 = entertain. Tho' I longed impati- 
7 22 ws ently. for an explanation, I ſaw the 
preſent time was highly improper. 
«The marquis preſſed ſo earneſtly to 
make his houſe my home, that I. 
. 2 and took my leave 
| early, 
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early, on purpoſe to give William 
directions concerning the baggage ' . 
which I ordered to the marquis's, + 
I flept that night at the hotel, on 
account of my engagement next 
morning to Mr. de St. Prue. I 
fet out for his ſeat, with a deſign 
to return next day; but I was 
miſtaken, for that gentleman would 
not permit me to leave him for 
ſeveral days, and I received fo 
much civility from him and his 
amiable fpouſe, that I could not 
with any degree of propriety. at 
tempt it. 
45 . 1 B 
"iN received a ſevere ſhock on my 
return to town, to find that Miſs 
Neville had not only left the 
* „ but the 1 


. W 


"7 
* = 


8 E RECLU SE. 


lle then proceeded to inform 
us of his enquiries at the con- 
vent, and what had paſſed fince 
his arrival in England until his 
meeting with me; all which 1 
have tranſmitted to you in a for- 
mer letter. 


He received our thanks and 


congratulations with an eaſy po- 


liteneſs; peculiar to himſelf. Ne- 
ver were parent and child ſo de- 
.- bghted. with each other, as he and 
Julia. 


I have now giyen you a cir- 
ceumſtantial account of each parti- 
cular, and -moſt- heartily glad am 
I. that the taſk is ended; for my 
fingers ach confoundedly; you 
are e deeply indebted to me for 
| N 
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ſpending ſo much time for your 
amuſement. —l check my pen, 
AI muſt not cancel the obligation 
by upbraiding you with it. Adieu. 
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LETTER XL. 


"THE SAME TO THE SAME, | 


6 I AM heartily ſorry for 
you, Frank, but could never have 

| ſuſpected, that a deſcription only 
3 could have raiſed ſuch emotions as 
you deſcribe, in a breaſt ſo natu- 

rally cold as your worſhip's. I 
know not what would have become 
of you yeſterday, had you ſeen the 

| lovely Julia's additional glow, on 
44 the unexpected appearance of her 
lover. — Strange! you exclaim, ar- 
1 rived already? Ves, my good 
== friend; there is death to your 
hopes at once no opportunity 
now of rivaling the count in her 
K 13 - favour. 


n Ls x. _ 
Favour. His impatience would 44. 1 "oF 
mit of no delay, but immediate ©. 
on the receipt of Mr. Haſtings Fl | 
- "i entreated leave of his father WM g 
to come to England. The old 1 
gentleman, pleaſed to find his ſon 
.enflamed with the daughter of 
his friend, propoſed accompanying 
bim. vou may gueſs their Pre. 5 2 
dence was TR acceptable. '. 


THE 


Mr. Haſtings defi igns to „en 1 
France with them immediately af. gl 
ter their marriage, and inſiſts . 4 
my company; therefore if you 5 7. * 
have any inclination to take a pet--— 
ſonal farewel, muſter your Ipirity 2 
and come to ton directly, for T 
know not when I ſhalF return, as 
we all deſig n to pay a viſit to ho- — 
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neſt Cranmer. Harriot Hallon had 0. + 
« party; EY 
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F * Is =? party engaged to accompany us 
o the play laſt night, but the ar- 
5 "© = rival of the marquis and count pre- 


vented us. We go to-night, and 
* F any thing worth recital inter- 
Fe. venes, I ſhall reſume the pen on 
Y x return. | 


*. 2 < 5 


Fo 
2 
7 

8 LEY 


les #4 
* » 
WS - 

*. 


| hk * 4 i As I 1 ſuſpected, our box ook) up 
e attention of the houſe. Julia 
* Was viſibly diſtreſſed at the atten- 
tion of the gentlemen, who le- 
velled their glaſſes at her without 
| mercy. She complained to me, 
if 4h I and ſaid it was abſolute rudeneſs. 
I told her it was always the caſe, 
. - when a new and beautiful object 
made her appearance: that ſhe 
- muſt Poet. to be fo ſtared at 


whenever 


THz "act ut RT 


whenever ſhe appeared in public 
for ſome time. Our attention was 
called to the ſtage, where. the 


admirable Siddons ſhone in Be 


videra. 


When the play was over, the 
ladies requeſted to go home. As 
ſoon as their intention was per- 
ceived, half the men in the houſe 
crowded to the box-room, in hopes 


of learning who ſhe was. I was b 
peſtered to death by my acquaint- 


ance, who returned to their ſeats 
as wiſe as they came, for any 
information on my part. ,I am 


afraid they won't be treated with 
another view | ſhortly, for Mr. 
_ Haſtings is impatient to be gone. 
I beg you will not delay, but 


SOLL Ie. L come 


gs 
* 

.. 
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come inſtantly to town, and let 
me -have the pleaſure of introduc. 
ing to my new friends, the earlieſt 
and beſt beloved. Adieu. 


% 


C. MIDDLETON. | 
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"LET TER XII. 


FRANCIS MORDAUNT, ESQ, T0 SIR EDWARD * 
MORDAUNT. 
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1 ARRIVED here late yeſ.. 
terday evening. There was a large | 
party in the drawing-room ; I ſent 4 
for Charles, who flew to wel- ' 20 
come me, and infiſted on my join - 
ing the company, which . I would: 
gladly be excuſed from on account | F 
of my dreſs. When I was an- 74 
nounced, Mr. Haſtings advanced — 
to meet us. Sir Charles intro 
duced us to each other, Elegant 
as the portrait was which my friend 
drew of him, it fell infinitely ſhort / +38 
of the original. I never beheld ſo 7 
elegant a figure: it is impoſſible 9 
1123 to 
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to behold him without being! inte- 
reſted in his favour. He joined 
us, and we ranged the room in 
ſearch of Julia, We found her 
ſeated at cards with two ladies and 
the marquis; the count leaned on 
the back of her chair. She was ſo 
intent on the game, that ſhe did 
not perceive our approach. Charles 
tapped. her on the ſhoulder— My 
friend Mordaunt, Julia. She flung 
down her cards, and paid her com- 
pliments with inimitable grace. 
It is impoſſible to convey to you 
an idea of her beauty. The count 
adores her, and well he may, for 


never did I behold ſuch an amiable 


creature. He is a tall, well- 


formed young man, rather hand- 
ſome than othewiſe. His face is 
5 Pale, 


4 
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pale, but he has the fineſt parr 


of blue eyes I ever ſaw, and looks 
feduceingly ſoft when bent on 
Julia; he is extremely ſenſible, 
and ſeems of a domeſtic turn. 


" She will undoubtedly be happy 


with a man of this caſt, as it 
is plain ſhe loves him. 


The marquis, tho' laſt, not leaſt 


beloved, is a moſt facetious old 


gentleman; has a happy knackx 


at telling a ſtory, an inexhauſt- 


ible fund of good humour, and, 


on the whole, is an agreeable, en- 


tertaining en, wry * 


I have now drawn a ſketch of 
the inhabitants of this houſe; but 
it is rr for 8 pen to do 
+50 them 


/ » 2 
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them juſtice, The marriage takes 


* 


in a few days, when I muſt 


part with my dear Charles: he 
* calls for me. Adieu. 
HT. Rn, © MORDAUNT.. 
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LETTER XLII. 


E SAME TO THE SAME. 
- % p * a 


LS I HAVE juſt taken leave of 
my friend, I might add an s to the 
word, for the whole party warmly 
profeſſed themſelves ſuch, and uſed 
many intreaties that I would ac- 
company them. I excuſed myſelf. 
at the preſent, but promiſed to join 
them in ſpring, before they ſet out 
for Italy. My ſpirits are lowered 
by parting with Charles, Harriot: 
Hallon ſays I make a moſt dolorous 
appearance, and endeavours, by her 
lively ſallies, to diſpel the gloom 
that hangs over me; if I continue 2 


weting I ſhall infe& you with my. | 


melancholy.” 


Mn - 


228 1 K'EC LUBE. 


melancholy. 1 dine with Mrs. 
Hallon, from whence I write this, 
or I would ſet off iminediately. 
To- morrow early I begin my jour- 


ney, and you ma expect me next 
day at dinner. Till then fate wel. ; 
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